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* ted, Clear'd and Confirm'd ; 
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2 BETWEEN 1 
* [r. Jobr W-ſley and a Maiden. = 
Concerning his Agitating Converts, | 3 


AND THE _—_ 
| DoBtrines of particular Election, perfection, and the 
ba 8 Final Perſeverance of the SAINT „ 


88 WITH 
an EXPLANATION upon the 324 and 33d 


Verſes of the Eighth Chapter of Luke, applicable 


to the ſaid GENTLEMAN and conſider e 
"DEBATE. ; _ 
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1 * John h iv. 1. Babe es. not 2 Ws but 5 1 
. the Spirits, whether they are of God, becauſe many falſe * 
„ "of bets, are gone out into the World. | 
| Ialah viii. 20. 7e the Law, and to the Teftimony, if they + 
Mal not according to this e it is becauſe there 10 4 
light i in them. f 
 _ "Hoſea vi. 9, 10. BY he 12 trons of P's await for. FY 
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178 1 are Deſpicable in the Eyes of many, 
By 2 21. appears from the daily Oppoſition 
| TEM choy meet with, from Men of oor- 
rupt Minds, and unſound; in the 

Fah, notwithſtanding pretended 
a Teachers in Ifpand, one of which 
— err manned you have herd in Meaſure oppoſed 
hy Way of- Conference, witheut the leaft Shew of 
Hatred to his Perſon I choſe rather to affix-a 
Maiden: to confer with: him than a Man, becauſe thit 


7 


Sort ate ſor the moſt Fart of them the vrakeſt in 


Judgment, and therefore the moſt fuitable to diſ- 
curſe with r for in the Generality of his 


Sermons, be expreſſes a lively Senſs ot his Ignorance 


In heavenly Things, and endeavours, what he can, to 
corrupt the Minds of 'the World with his erroneous 
Doctrine, and to build: the ſame upon Chriſt, the 


ſure Foundation, cho it he of nh Valug, and acopunted 


by the Apoſtle Wood, Hay, and Stubble, and will 
appear ſo to be, when try'd by the Fire of the Go- 


ſpel, and compared with its Oppoſites ; namely, 


Gold, Silver, precious Stones, For the fire ſball try it 


Laf what ſort it in + Corimbid ill, 17. 12, 13% and 


as his Errors have been but little ſtruek at, though 
dangerous in their Natutes, and embraced by the Ig- 
norant, I have attempted to expoſe the ſame, and, if 
od is pleaſed to bleſs it, twill be Inſtrumental in 
opening of blind Eyes, and ſetting the Truths of the 
Goſpel in ſo clear a Light that thoſe, who for a long 
8 have given Heed ide 
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To the REA DEK. 


[Mrs 1 10 have broach'd, might be made to ee 
they have been only deceived through the Craft and 
artful Inſinuations of ſuch a 'F—ti—/ Prieſt, whoſe 
daily Work it is to wreſt the Scriptures from their 
genuine Senſe, and moſt wretchedly perverts, in or- 

der (if he could) to make them corroborate and 

q ſtrengthen his Notions, though never ſo Diabolical, as 


will evidently appear to every conſidering Chriſtian 


that reads his Works, and compares the ſame with 
| the Word of God, to ſee if it will ſtand that 5 
which 1 an perſuaded it will or, os 


5 . | may 


{ | be 8 aw a Pamphlet hich. he: n N Way 
1 | of Dialogue between a Predeſtinarian and his Friend, 


and I ſuppoſe he writ in that Way for this Reaſon, 


1 | nus Mr. Gill obſerves of the : Birmingham Dialogue 
=_ - Writer; becauſe, 5 he could make the Predeſtinarian 


1 ſpeak what he knew he was moſt capable to An- 


4 | | | « ſwer; and if I have taken: the ſame Method, he 
— Hb. cannot blame me. But I now aſſure him, Thare 


writ two: other Pamphlets, which as yet are in my 
Poſſeſſion, and will undertake to anſwer him, if re- 
quired, upon any of thoſe Doctrines againſt which he 
militates. I therefore commend the following 
Lines to your Peruſal, deſiring, that the God. of all 
grace would enlighten your mind, and fill you + with the 
je WS F his will in all wiſdom, and ſpiritual. un- 
derſtanding, make you to / diſtinguiſh truth from error, 
and know the fame, at it is in Feſus, Col. i. on * the 
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F. C. Since 1 finiſh'd con mnie We Friend 
ny mine I was inform'd, that Dr. Burgeſs preachid 
from the 32d and 33d Verſes of the Eighth Chapter 


of Luke, Which IJ never ſaw,” nor wont in my Lite, no 
15 n Wwe erg e's ©, dn «i SA] ” = 
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40! 15 e 2 A Jobn e 
bas 2 l i 5:00 Þ Maiden. 


IR, I am glad we are fo 
happily met, for I have been 
deſirous of your Company a 
conſiderable Time; but you 
have been ſo taken up with 
| | thoſe of our Lex, that [ _ 
15 no use till op. 4 
=. Vou are certainly under a Miſtake. __ 25: = 
8 2 No, ſurely, is not your Name Ny? . 
= 4 - 10 O08 — is, but Jour have been NI - 


N Fo 2 — ready to take Things upon Aren oY 
as your Hearers generally do, for I have been Eye- —_— 
witneſs to the lame, nn I had gave no Credit B 
to it. > 
; V. My l is as. 5 Tamm not foot it | 5 
| 172 wi ith, vou, Ther ſpeakeſt as one of the pas 


Vaomen. * 
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CL | . arg g artic ebe n 
= "If not T am going? 7 e 
if | . If you are fo impatient, 1 Hall not 4 un 
11 * Vou are miſtaken i in the Man 4 

1 me with ill Language. . ® 
= M. I think 2 — the Bounds of Mo- 
14 deſty, but am willing there ſhould be a fair Under- 
j | ſtanding between us, laying aſide all Wrath and Ma- 

It |} lice 7 for the Word of God bids us be angry and fin 


not; Lot not Sun go down pon ou Wrath, . neither 
give Place te the Devil. sse 

E IF. If you have nothing more materia] to fay than 

1 | alt this, I muſt haften to the Room. 2 

: . I have ſeveral Things to 2 but 4 your Z 

V bo fo exceeding hot, as will not admit of an Hour's 
Conference, uſe your Liberty, though I hope you 


3 
- 


2 
* © 


1 . e not be guilty of telling a bare-faced Lie; for 
1 3 Knowledge the Time ptefix d ſor publick 
1 . — ip, is not *till hetweeh * Hours of Six and 

. even. | 


. But conſider I have not fix'd my Fhoughts 
ber any Text of Scripture to make the Foundation 
of my Diſcourfe, and what Matters to raiſe from it, | 
—_— requires Time and Study, ' | 

M. The former may be true, and as to the latter, 
Wd muſt make a Difference between yourſelf and o- 
thers z for all have not the ſame quillitative Fitnels, 
nor that Quickneſs nor Stretch of 'Thought as you 

have'; ſome have it in a more extenſive Wa than 
„* let it 8 gs Gifts, if Tang a ts 
or Divine; uppoſe you neyer earn N 
3 tho Univerſity e ed be 

V. Eearn'd it de. no, I have not ben 2 Bible 
there, for ſi Months or more 
A. Then what did you go there to ſtudy,? The 
1 am ſure a Man may read the Bible forty or fifty 
Years, anch tin be a natural unconverted . and 


not 
FE” 
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( 7 J 
not a Miniſter of the new. Teſtament - thagh' he 
pretends to be one of that Function. 
V. What is e of tn: that you. 
diſeſteem what I ſaid of it 
4, God forbid I ſhould ſpeak flight of it; for 1 
believe all Things written in the Law and the Pro- 
phets *, and am not aſhamed of the Goſpel . 
V. So don't I; for ſeveral | Seiptures ars fall 
„ both in Hebrew and Gr 
1 have only your Say. ſo 1 10 though, L r. 
| member Mr. Leigh ſays, that © The vulgar Lais 
Edition is not authentical ; it was not divinely in- 
© ſpired in reſpect of Matter, but was tranſlated b 
human Endeavour, and LEES 'tis both 


© Religion and Reaſon to ſay 'tis authentical : A. : 
Work of Men cannot, in Perfection, be equal with 


< a Work of God.“ But whether is it heſt to believe 
God or Man? As it is written, Let God be true and 
WA a Liar 4. 


But do you — the Original Languages | 


ot all the human Learning in the World 
= 9 a Soul to Heaven, therefore. I will nor 


expatiate upon that at preſent. I underſtand th 


Voice of God in his. Word, and can diſtinguiſn be- 
tween his and that of Satan's, and deſire to know no- 
thing but Chriſt, and him crucified. | Remember, 


Sir, we read that ſome wreſt the Scriptures to their - 


own Deſtruction, and I wiſh this Character do not 
| belong to you in a ſpecial Manner. 

, As for the Scriptures you know but lictle of 
them z and was I'to open the true Meaning thereof, 


a | hs 25 you would be . to make your Banter 


| I. No, Sir, if 1 gw upon Examination; that. 
2 had a Spiritual Diſcerning to Underſtand — 4 
e, I ſhould readily embrace your In formation; 


— — was I to hear ſuch Things from you, now, twould 


be more than ever I heard yet, notwithſtanding the , 
long Attendance I have given to your Miniſtry. Pray, 
- Sig, tell me what is the ia of 1 Faith ? 


N rl 5 > CZ 8 WY * 50% — 7 5 1 Not 
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* > pow I4. F Rem. 1 £78 I Che. Us 4. 


— rt on EY Bo 


away in a headftrong Manner, in order that I may 


Path I was in, and fall to it as faſt as poſſible. 


4 diſtinctix. 


Sentiments concerning them, they were more like 


| you are vol theſe Extreams. 
M. Tis what is eſſentially neceſſary to latin 
and therefore not to be called Extrem. 

FF. This is quite different Language from what T 
expected, and if you poſtpone what you firſt intended, 
to aſk me, I will immediately diſmiſs you. 

A. This ftilt ftrengthens what I ſaid before, Any 
brings to mind that Paſſage of Scripture, Anger refit, | 
in the Boſom of Foals e. And that you may not r 


condeſcend to your Humour, ſhall turn out of the” 


M. You'are a long Time befote you begin, pray 
put forth ſomething or other, and PH anſwer you, 


M. It is ſomething, dera you cannot eaſily 
away with, or care to hear, therefore be not too con- 
fident. © As firſt, - I would aſk you what Account” 
you can give, or wherein you can juſtify thoſe Per- 
ſons that uſed to fall into Fits of Agitation, as 
Tumbling, Stirring, Toſſing, and foaming at the 
Mouth, when you was expounding the Word to 5 
them : For my Part, I thought Bedlam a more pro- 
per Place for ſuch Worſhippers; only I ſhould have 
been under the ſaddeſt A ne of Fear, leſt 
their unuſual Noiſe might have cauſed others to ind 
Ways for Eſcape. | = 

. You talk quite wild now. | © +, ee 

M. No fure I don't; for twas, c is il, my 8 


* * * 


Bedlamites than any thing elſe. It could never de 

the Work of God furely. 

VJ. Yes it was, for he avi hk and which Way * 

he pleaſes, and by divers Sorts of Inſtruments. n 
That God effects his Deſigns by various Sorts 

of Inftruments i is true, but I never heard of ſuch a 

Work as this, in the Word of God, upon the Souls 


of any of his ws can you give me in Inftance 
thereof | 
| f WEED e 9 2g 1 7 FT: 1. . 4 


4 F 


+... 
a*% 


f wv 
5 4 . ; 4 
* 


* 


Lenne which is that of the primitive Churche 
ies, like as Fire, and ſat — 5 e em. 
ny not ay a thoſe: you mentioned 1 


- forry, yoo. ould, make * 2a Com- 
2 7.2845 and that of the 
7 eluſion ;. it could be nothing elſe, for 


a 20054 af Order, not of. Confuſion, in all 
urches f, and what you, ſpeak of was tate the 


everſe. 
. Tou Ar: think as you pleaſe... 
| FE RES think 8 to e 
t deems your agitating Converts pocrites 
Tp blere, = lies 8 51 b 
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tow,” if this ig be a Marke of Oon⸗ 


deſcendin n them, there is no 'Octafion t 
"0 os ods was, the W Sie Whine 225 1 Web 7 
inet 


t you bet 1 
how. h Pig may = bf it th & ul: 
Fade, Por” Where "We" may deem it to "e's 
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Where this Work zs tru ybegu gun eg Bol 


rſt Work of the dern 
Geode; ſüch an Ce häs-Hüs Tleatt broken with g 
Sorrow. z, he, is made to ſee what a milk Sid 

e Fall, and how He has i neurr'd the 

vine Diſpleaſure by. actual Trapſgreſſion, and — 
der'd Himſelf obne xidus t to his Law, and that he is 

ſate to be damned without a compleat Satisſactibn 

made vo offended Juſtice, And the” LW A 

gl, be z ren D 

I. No, Sir, the fame Spirit 1 e oft ith 


124 to Crit for Salvaripn, "wo 'thews Where 


lüge te bim 38 the fitong Hold y tet Ye. 
fore Him . Thus 95 Fard BAL We 
ban to be in Want 


ty, 9 rh 
ea ffrigtited Diſciples, lr ty, 


1 e Mey, from 
to the Gu ; 
_ — W ha fog whe ; 

; Grace, and Meh rol 5 Se be | 
Be wy his v3 "Tax, man) of” Fa een 
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regenerated by Wa 
were — 1 ay, Cl the. moral L 

ae nat) yet 407 ty 6 nov 

thin nk, that. e a Phariſees. or any, out of 

bis own appointed . 35 hi 1 4 — 5 | 


they, were — run . £m Baer or . — he 1 


of us was reſolved fo 
2 1 8 . Cs 1 ot bail 82 e 
7 c a. 
Et | 
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5 vation there unto came vaſt 
ral Obedience, inſogc 
—_ ER ; 
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Sec 888 e zem that Pubs" 
licans and Harlots went into the Kingdom of Heaven | 
before them ®, and he is one of them who depends 
upon his Works and Righteouſneſs, his good Deeds 
_Y the like, . and e before 

; nay, e depends upon any thi ſhort of 
| Chrift wholly and entirely.” fond 
V. I find by this, you make' nothing 6 Mo- | 
rity though a Step towards Heaven. 
. Sir, as to that you are miſtaken, I conſe "tis 
very commendable ; but 10 rely and depend upon it 
is moſt deſtructive, and of a damning Nature, and 
will ever leave ſuch a Soul under the Wrath and 
Curſe of God: How then can that be the Way, or 
a Step towards it, that Chriſt never preſcribed ? For 
he * in the moſt plain and poſitive Terms, 
chat he alone is the Way T, and there is no Salvation 
in any other f, and by the Deeds of the Law no 
Fleſh can be juſtified 5, neither you, your Perfor- 
mances nor Followers ; therefore you your- 
ſelf in © afcribing Glory to God, when you do it not 
in his own Way.“ And I remember in ſome of 
your Sermons you aſſort, that Grace is free, and tell 
ue, in the ſame Breath, that all may embrace it if 
they will. Pray how then can it be fad to be free? 
The Thing is a Contradiftion'in itſelf; for if it is 
free ; e then aut of the Creature's Power, 
and confined to ſome only. 7 give unto' them eternal 
"Life, >a] our Lord, ſpeaking of his Choſen, and 
why net never perih 4. He does not ſay, bo all 
Mankind ; no, but to his peculiar People, his Re- 
deemed e among Men * And, "Tm me tell you, 

ou don't belong to 1 ou | 
1 21 7 e Happy 1 2 


| 31. 1 Fobn xiv. 6. ; da i iv. # 
L 20. 1 pa; 28. : 


” N Ha 
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Wretch, tis bechut 
£ as God of: this + World hath blinded your Eyes, and 
you' cannot comprehend the Sublimity of the Goſpel 
by your benighted Reaſon; and hence it is yo 3 
Seit the Doctrine of the Devil, "becauſe" tis not 
| ng nor ügreeable to corrupt Nature, but f- 
ords*the moſt” Comfort to the Ele& of God, Fur 
whom he did fervbut, (that is to' be his) them he alſd 
8 1% be rr ormed; to "the Image ff "DI 
T 10 ev94i2%h; 4 bt Dip 
1 Wperein doch Orte appear'to/ be er and 
diſeriminating, pray reſolve me this #3 ?: 
. L wilt, and that very briefly 3 2 me 
Leave to ſay it appears to be free, from the meer 
good Pleaſure and Will of God. in chooſing ſome in 
hriſt, out of the Ruins of the Fall, while | he leaves 
others to periſh in their Sins; Asretere, after the 
had exhorted the Saints at Philipi, to work 
out their oa Salvation with Frar and trembling, leſt: 
they, or any others; ſhould imagine they had Strength 
and} Power ih themſelyes to perform the ſame, he 
adds, it is Ged that wiorketh-in'you beth 16 will and to 
do, "of his own good" pleaſure * „ fo iben it is not him 
| that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
fheweth mercy + J therefore hath he merey on whom = 
will baus mercy, and whom he will be rea. ot 
wind bloweth where it lifleth, and thou + ara, the 
foimd' thereof, zur knowelt not whence" it cometh, and 
root l, 9 ene r N born a 
bigotted | in your Sentiments ; for that 
I hate, and utterly zbhor, and if God has decreed 
to ſave ſome,” and damn others, there is no room ſor 
Sinners to hope, but muſt ever'deſpait, and Ewe 
he'i "is worſe than the Devil. 7 1 . 
5 2 That is Falſhoed; for God-eatiing into Co⸗ | 
E Engagement with Chrift, and-beſtowing'ups 
Rim » cram Numer, TIS 
Te Ins enn U. 13. i «lhe; bx. 16. 
DR n Jabs ii. 8. 
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oquld not expect anf Thing better, from. a 
in the Brick: Yard, and L muſt ſay, Mat 


nhow-that replieſt againſt C 
| Tmpartinent..; 7, 


lis will bear me out; therefore, I: valus got your: 
1 But further, was J Uke; your Henker, who: 


the noble Bareans, to ſev. H 8, was, * 


are all out of Downs and. 1 mut proagh Te- Night, 


at the Rooms. D. 2 vs "3 ! 1115 F 2 RI: Arne 408 


| Y 1 | > 2 / 
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Cu) 


by bis Death 2 Jufferings. 
ſhauld infallibly be brought to 


x whoſe! of which 
gives the a6, 


| Waken'd Sinner the greateſt —.— ope ; far, had 
there heon none elected, none would ever have. been; 
ſaved, and ſor you to ſaj, that God ig Werſe than the, 


Devil for ſo ding, makes me. te, temble, thongb IL 
eceiver 
af Souls; tis much the ſaine to that you. mention d: 

never heard 
2 good Man quarrel with the —_—— of f God „ and, 


bis little leſs; than Bla emy; and pets 10 Colours 
as black as Hell * la 


tend ons oor] 
Ahe lurt 
92 Ry: ſy O1. av: 


very 


op 7 "Fobn: 1 


H 
F. Your Judgment: 3 is raſh and youll 


£3 ©1336 2 «(4 ? F4 2 * 1 . 1 


A. Not io fache but the Word of him that cannot Vee - 


take every Thing upon Truſt (as te the Neetrings; 
you preach. )}: without ſearching -; 7 — fire 


reſpondent 
8 pexbags I had deen an ignorants as Joan 


FT "$$ LY ny 181 0 


V. Go your Moy for for the ra Lao Ld 


more convenient Seaſon 
my Time is hort. e e e 


Fee 


J. Pray, Mr. ee r ten et, for opts 
| heard nothing to the Purpoſe 5 . 


me in Mind of-Fe/ix, who 7 ape he — n 
him of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Judgment 


to come, he trembled '“ ; and perhaps von ase het 


wholly cxempred\from.it and. 
— 1 


did, mould 
1 But that's not 


never meet With 
— eak Of, en 
now iregard it. iii. 
e Caſe with wer my Pupils 


een net molt vl c: deu 1 trie & « ode 


al 


er ix, 0. \ "= HIV 42G er A | 
8 att dF  - - Ft t 


not pray for 


ir being at Somers. Prey 
. What makes you: 5 of Worthip 

— — as: much as if you had ſaid, e 
are alli Hypocrites or Unbelievers, or that our Ra. 
gion lay the ntareſſ bur worldly: Intereſt. 
| . d have: gfeat-Reaſun to fear, leſt the -Detlara» 
tian be juſtly given 
Matify'd'g far I have heard it calf the Synagogue of 
Satan. as 13 $4 tit; * Fg OS « 1 R LH 7 vx) 
K I defre to bear no ſuch: Repetiticns as this, 
if you have: any -T bing further to ſay, in order to 
your Notions of amen Fredeſtiua- 
ton. \ſay. on. m nn e er 
M. Many other Things 1 hav we Gow and finding 
you are willing to evade, what we was [laſt upon, 
mall touch upon: ſame eee a Dre _ 1 as 
1 


biiet as may DA en e e 6a 
2. What are they? wu 


- 


A. Why: chat Ane nen BELT ess 


ewed, bat ſuch as belong to the 8 ix 
. Why did „ pps for all? yes 


ane 6 
on That's one Lie, and not aniy ed of 


Without Cloathing, but Satan's the Father of it:; for 


had he died for all Mankind, each and every Indivi- 


dual Perſon, and all are not ſaved, 1 


Setipture, then his Blood had been ſhed in vain, 26 


net delug able to accompliſh and bring to paſs what 


he intended, for our Lord ſpeaking of his Elect, ſays; 


pay for them," 1 F fer — but for 
them whom thou bat given mt out s the world, for 
-thiy ure thine . ye this, . Chriſt ren go in 


the moſt wei ha ſolemn : Manner, that he did 
World, that is the Non-ele@, either 
when Bloing, or that ever ſhould be, and if fo, then 


— ſure it * that he would 2 die for them. A 


as many 
N » 


I 


. 
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aut, and a ſurther Surmiſe he 


for the Damned in Hells as a well @ the Bins 


— ut ge. ae ARS 
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1 dia bahn, ; ndel e. were blinded *, 5. This 
be | P 


111 appears evident. in that {hall be? 
111 * lieve, and tis the firſt Mark of a Child an of God, that 
11 it irg e es bin ie believe ; all that the Father hath 
1 dock rey 1 but: no other ; and all men 
11 aut not ſaith,” Therefore they that want it, ares 
1 none of Chriſtas- ier he before War, Ornes upün al 
. mis People, as en ent of God aſſures us of, and 
1  -henceit ic wil follow, that you, and all the Enemies 
1 ds this Doctrine, ſhall be found Liars to the Iael of 
| FOG PA God, Deut. xxxiii. 29. Again, they who are not elt. 
x 4 ed are not of God ; therefore: receive not the Ward. in 
4 ; truth; ye hear them not, becauſe ye are not of Gad .; 
le. and all that are upon the Earth ſhall: worſhip: him, 
q whoſe names are not written in the Book of life J. 
„ | Therefore, not to be written in the Book of Life, is 
D not to be Elected, as is well obſerved by a ſublime 
1} Er. Writer; and ' tis ſaid, whoſoever'was.not found writ- 
ith | . | ten in the book of life, was caſt into the lake of fire . 
ER Again, the Elect are ſaid to be choſen ; thus ſaith the 
« kr . Apoſtle, accoruing as he bath choſen us in him, before 


the foundation ef the world,” having predeſtinated ß 
„„ unto the adoption of Children, by'Feſus Chriſt to him. 
* ſelf,” according to the good pleaſure bis 8 to — 
8 raiſe of the glory of bis grace „. And in anoth 
Place, he ſays of the Saints, "God bath not — 
. 25 unto wrath, implying he had others; for the 
. have a great Emphaſis i in them, and are to be _— 


1 in a reſtricted Senſe ; as much as if he had ſaid I Us ] 
IF 5 whom hes hath decreed to ſave from eternal Miſery, 
wy and to that End laid help upon Chriſt, his own eter - 
1 ER nal Darling, who hath procured for us Pardon of all 
HE; - our Sins, and Reconciliation with himſelf, while he 
mj:. 8 refuſed to help others, that were in the iame Condi- 


tion with ourſelves, and left them in an irrecoyerable 
State with the fallen Angels; and tho“ we deſerved 


> Cs 
— — — CCS 
AS Ah. — x 8 
IS 4 we; 


, ; 
r to have the ſame Wrath inflicted upon us, and have 
. done as evil n. as we r ay, | W | 
— —ů * ae den e le —y— 


. f of : 3 Nam. x1. . ahi, Phil. i. Nay boſe CF ST 5 
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Sins are more aggravating in their Nature than others, 
yet God hath not appointed us to Wrath, but to ob- 
. tain Salvation, by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 5; and thus 
the Apoſtle illuſtrates the Mercy and Favour of God, 
as you may ſee if you read the Chapter: But though 
you ſhould ſee it by the dim Light ef Nature, yet 
vo eſteem not the Veracity thereof, for tis the 
Saying of a good Man, or rather one made ſo by 
divine Power, and Grace likes no Way to Li 
fo well as that by Cbriſt.“ And I fay, that Nature 
and Ny diſlikes no Way ſo much. For as the 
Spirit of Truth leadeth unto all Truth, ſo the Spirit 
of corrupt Nature oppoſeth it, and leadeth info Ex- 
tor *, and for you Mr. Ve- to aflert, that Chtift 
died and ſuffer'd, as much for the Damned'in Hell, 
as for the Saints in Glory, is moſt devlliſi and ab- 
Jurd; and I think that St, Paul gives as lively a 
Deſcription of you as if you had been in Being in his 
Day, when he tells Timothy, that the Spirit {; 1 
expreſsly that, in the latter Times, ſome ſhall depart 
from the Faith, giving Heed to ſeducing Spirits, and 
Doarines of Devils T. And again, | for this Cauſe 
God 'fhall ſend them a ſtrong Deluſion, that oy 
ſhould believe a Lie, that they all might be damnec 
Who believed not the Truth, but had Pleafure in 
Unrighteouſneſs 1: And would to God 1 could ſay, 
that the Devil was not the Dictator of moſt of your 
Sermons; for the only Reaſon that can be aſſign'd 
why God faves ſome, and rejects others, is, | becauſe 
tis his Will and Pleaſure fo to do. And don't you 
remember tis ſaid'in the Revelation, Chap. xi. f, 2. 
that the Angel ſtood, ſaying, Riſe and meaſure the 
Temple of God, and the Altar, and them that worſhip 
"therein; but the Court that is toithout the Temple med- 
fare it not, for it is given uiito the Gentiles, And 
thus you ſee tis not all the World that belong 
to the Church of Chriſt, but only a choſen People 5 
for tis 2 Garden encloſed, and à Stranger intet- 
meddles not with their Joy, fot it runs in a new Co- 
9 Seibt Won 9H "OUT CO BRI venant 
S x Theſ. v. 9. ® John xvi. 9. f 1 Tim. 
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2 my 
* 


; 2 
2 1 2” 


Of 4 e 65 wh 
* am elected dec, te your — 5 - 
15 I-ſhall certainly be fay'd, 7 Wes hat I wi 
thau Woe? that's fal for God ha 
oin'd. che Means and the End 1 Pie e that you w 
12 4 maine aſunder, e ls, very 
expreſs co ing this; for in writing to ape Church 
of. Palate, he not only tells them, that they Were 
On of th e Lord, the Tims when he made C choice | 
af them and what he choſe, them to, but the Means 
make ; uſe of to effect and bring it to 
and that thould be two. Ways, 2555 They 
by, under the ſancti 15 uences of his Spir 15 
455 Secen 7 oo 82 and credit the h 


955 A to tay, if you are 1 von 
1b faved, TR ati 7 Life and and alt 


wh Was 7 Nee with, 


| 1 much 158 rt you. 
3 9 is a deſperate 1 : 


cher gr 

ren if if 1 1 7 LM I ſhall he peed though. L 

fo {1 be. off at Sanctity, And to tbe, Ae 

Bete ſaith Beza, Calvin and many 

to grant what you ſay to be true, would be, Now 
felt to make God a. Liar, for conſequently it would 
follow, that he faves his People in their Sins, hilft 
this. Word, agreeable with the Experiences of. the 
Saints in the preſent and paſt Ages, declares, the 
_ contrary, and informs us, his Nam e ſhall he. called 
"Jeſus, for he ſhall fave his SAR from their Sins +. 

But according to your Notions, the Soul that is 
N will certainly be ſaved, notwithſtanding be 
the Truth in Unrightcouſnels, which. is what 


% 4 4 * + 
2 * - * f * | 1 . x A FE o 7 « i "oO I 90 ; a 
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you could never prove from the Word of. God-z and 
therefore quarrel not with him, Who gives his Grace 
to fome, and with- holds it from others, left” he tear 
you in Pieces, whilft there be none to deliver, you. 
I abominate the Thoughts of this horrible De- 
tee of Election, becauſe all Men may be faved if 
they will. Does not the Scrip ture tay,” Tee wil} - 
Save all Men to be ſaved? + \ 
V. Had you but Eyes to fee, or were they anointed 
witn the Eye. Salve of the Spirit's Inümination, th 
plain Meaning of that Text would appear evigent” te 
Jou; for when tlie Apoſtle fays, bo will have al 
Men to he ſaved, he intent no more than ſome of 
all Sorts, for all Men, is taken often in this Senſe, in 
Scripture, as in the kick Verſe of this Chapter, which 
Explains the Word you mentioned; Let Prayers be 
made for all Men; that is, all manner of Men, 
Fews as well as 7 9 for Kings, and "thoſe that 
are in Authirity en of all Nations and Qua- 
 Tities, (as faith Mr. Leigh ;) for all here don't fignify 
univerſally every | Man and Woman, in every Age 
and Condition ;* no, but in the fame Senſe as tho 
Apo file ſpeaks in another Place, when he ſays, ' God 
Fury concluded them all in Unbelief, that he might have 
"Mercy upon all ; that is, as J obſerved, 7 8 Fews 
as well as Gentiles; for the Apoſtle Was peking 
largely of them in this, as well as in the foregoir 
Chapters. To the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks the Apoſtle - 
Peier |, Not willing that any b pero, but that 
"all ſhould come to Repentance. 
V, Ik ſo, thee is not an Election of was and 
Reprobation of others. 
H. The A poſtle "ſpeaks there ety of Bilievers, 
the Ele& of God, and of ſuch that as yet yer 
"not called, tho” ordained to Eternal ba 8 8 
2 thoſe to whom he wrote; and to . 
it is, that he applies his Lon o-ſuffering, *that 1 8 
_ Elect, n . not willing that any Fr them 1 
Bf tis impoſſible that Bal foul fall of TOY, 
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à̃re all ſaved: But the Elect, conſider'd by themſelves, 


® 8 % A2 8 . - — . pon 
24 Romans ix, 11, 13, 17, 18. + Verſe 235 


8 


8 7 # 2 4 J 
and, in this Senſe, he waits to be gracious for no othersz 
though Mr. Baxter, upon the ſame Words, (one as 


rotten as yourſelf at the Foundation) ſays, God hath 
i 


provided a ſufficient Sacrifice for their Sin, in Chriſt 
That is, he means all Mankind, as he before men- 
tions. And he lays, H? reprieveth them from de- 


ſerved Damnation, and patiently endureth them : Hy 
 effereth Pardon and Salvation to all that will accept 
it: He giveth all the World undeſerved Mercy, That 


I own to be true (that is the undeſerved Mercy 15 
he ſpeaks. of) and then, ſays he, And bindeth al 
the World to certain Duties, as Means of their Reco- 
very and Salvation, But this I confeſs to be a Lie ; 
and thus much for Mr. Baxter; tho? herein appears 
his Weakneſs, that he not only preached Lies, but 

printed —. 2x you often. i os. 
VV. By the Account that you give, © God is an Ac- 
© cepter of Perſons, tho? all were alike, 288 the 
© ſame as Peter. Why then ſhould one be elected and 
< not the other ?? * e ee e 
MH. This makes me admire the Doctrine of Elec- 
tion, that is ſo unfathomable, that God loved Jacab, 
and hated Eſau, before they were born, or had done 
Good or Evil, that the Purpoſe of God, according 
to Election, might ſtand ®. And concerning Pha- 
raob, For this ſame Purpoſe have I raiſed thee up. 


Therefore hath he Mercy on whom he will have Mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth ft. Now, that God 
- ſhould chooſe ſome, and elect them in Chriſt, and 
beſtow them upon him, by his eternal Donation, it 


is all meer free, rich and matchleſs Grace; for none 
could ever procure his Favour, and merit the ſame, 


any e foreſeen in them could not ever move him 
to take 


ompaſſion on them. And let me tell you, 


the Objects of Reprobation are the greateſt Part of 
the World, called Veſeels of Wrath, fitted to Deſtruc- 
tion 1. And thus, you ſee, that all the Inhabitants 
of the World are not choſen to eternal Life ; neither 


the 


. . 1 
reren — 


* 


Mat. xx. 16. 
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the Revelator tells us, are a great h Maltitnde, which N 
no Man could number, of all Nations and Kindreds, 


and People, and Tongues, ſtood before the Throne, 
and before the Lamb *; but if compared to the Nony 
elect, they are but few+: And the Reaſon why 
Judas ſhould not be elected as well as Peter, was, 
becauſe twas not God's abſolute Pleaſure fo to do. 
M. How comes it to paſs, ſince I preach againſt 
the Doctrine of Election, if it was the Truth of the 
Goſpel, (as you ſay it is) that my Hearers don't for- 

ke me, and my Auditory become more thin? 


AM. Tl give you five Reaſons for it, and muſt beg | 


your Patience to hear me out, becauſe 1 fhall be 
8 under the Fourth to ſpeak ſomething large- 
FP Ind, * 8 122 4 1 en 1 2 
Firſt, One Reaſon is, becauſe they are as blind as 
_ yourſelf, Like Prieſt, like People. They cannot diſtin- 
3 Grace from Works, Faith from Senſe, nor 
ight from Darkneſs; fo, poor Creatures, they are 
likely to be carried away with every Wind of Doc- 
trine, whereby you lie in wait to deceive ; for their 
Ignorance is ſo great, and appears ſo obvious, that 
*tis not in the leaſt to be queſtion'd ; and if that be 
the High Road to Hell, as I believe it is, then how 
many of your Hearers are in the Path that leads thereto. 


I think I remember a Paſſage I have read, of an old 


Man, which may ſuitably be adapted, with only a 
little Derogation, to your Flock, over whom, I fear, 
the Holy Ghoſt never made you Overſeer ; © This 


Man was upwards of Sixty Years of Age, who lived 


and died in a Pariſh where there had been Preaching 


© almoſt all his Time, and for the greateſt part twice 
© on the Lord's Day, beſides at extraordinary Times; 
<''this Man, as my Author tells me, was a conſtant 
1 Hearer, as any might be,“ and T doubt not, if 
poſſible, but he was as zealous a Phariſee as any be- 


longing to your Society, and ſeem'd forward in the 


Love of the Word : © Well juſt before the Eyes of 
of his dead Body were cloſed, being queſtion*d by 
N ir 1657 $1 T F. . 4 2 A 
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forſake you. 
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* 


a Miniſter touching his Faith and Hopes in God, 

vou would wonder to hear what anſwer he made: 
a} | v6 demanded what he thought of God, he an- 
< ſwer'd, That he was a goed old Man; and what of 
< Chriſt, That he was a towardly young Youth; and 
of his Soul, That it was a great Bone in his Body. 
© Tt was further aſk'd him, what ſhould become of 
his Soul after he was dead, his Anſwer was, That 
che ſhould be put into a pleaſant green Mæadow; which 
aſtoniſhed thoſe that were preſent, to think how it 
was poſſible a Man of good Underſtanding (that is, 
I mean, as to Things of Time) and one that in his 
Days had heard at leaſt two or three Thouſand Ser- 


mons, yet on his Deatli-Bed, in ſo ſerious a Manner, 


thus to deliver his Opinion in ſuch weigbty Points, 


| muſt ng ng Gi gue. the greateſt. Ignorance indeed: | 


and this is the firſt Reaſon why your. Hearers don't 
... Secondly, Becauſe they think, as you are their 

Teacher, you certainly preach nothing but Truth, 
(in which they are ſadly miſtaken) and they will 
venture their Faith upon it, and in Effect make you 
their Saviour : Nay, one of them ſaw you ride along 
one Day, and ſaid to another, Look,. yonder is Chriſt 
upon that Horſe; and herein lies the Difference be- 
tween us, for had I ſeen you at that Time, I ſhould 

rather have, concluded it had been Balaam upon his 
- Thirdly, Another Reaſon for your having continu- 

ally ſuch a Concourſe of Hearers is, Becauſe you tell 
them they may all be ſaved if they will; and that is 
good News to be ſure.. But who, that knows them, 
will conclude that one of them, or at leaſt very few 
of them, will come to the Enjoyment and Felicity you 
tell them of; for my part I wonder you are nat 
aſhamed, of it, I can't pretend to flatter vo, in 
order to avoid and ſereen myſelf from Tour Canoe. | 

Have I not Reaſon to fear your Heart is not right 
in the Sight of God: Repent therefore of his Wic- 
cedneſs, I don't mean by it that you have a Power 
inherent in you, and can at Pleaſure perform it after 


an Evangelical Manner 3 no, that 1 am 1 * 


W727 
impoſſible to be done. But I may call upon you to 
repent, legally, like =_—_ and ſome 3 
for what they ſhall ſuffer, than for the Hatred they 
Rave to the Crime, and againſt whom it is commit- 
ted ; and that this was the Nature of Fudas's: Repen- 
tance is evident, from the 27th of Matthew and the 3d 
Verſe, where *tis faid, when he faw that he was con- 
demned, - repented himſelf.” *Pwas not occaſioned 
from a Godly Sorrow for Sin, certainly noq for the 
true Grace of Repentance he never had, and therefofe _ 
after the fame Manner I may warrantably intreat 
you in expreſs Words, not only in what I have al- 
ready mention'd, but to pray to God, if perhaps the 
Thought of your Heart may be forgiven you, for I 
am afraid left yon are in the gall of bitterneſs, and in 
Ih bond of iniquity & Can you love God, and find 
fault with his Laws and Appointments ? no, ſurely; 
Do you love him, and caſt Contempt upon his Au- 
thority? Can your Soul he wrapt up in Holy Admira. 
tion of him, and at the fame Time call him an unjuſt 
God, for decreeing the Happineſs of one, and the Mi- 
fery of the other, when all appears to be of his Sove- 
reign Will and Pleafare, that does whatever pleaſes 
him in the Armies of Heaven, and amongſt the In- 
habitants of this lower World f; who worketh all 
Things after the Council of his own Wil © Behold 
all nattons before him, are ar a drop of a bucket; as the 
the ſmall duſt of the ballance, as a very little thing, ar 
Heſs than nothing and vanity F. And how can you dare 
to eall in queſtion his abſolute Right, to do with his 
Creatures as pleafes him ſ, who giveth no Account of 
any of his Matters |||? Take heed for the future, and 
look well to yourſelf (for as the Clay is in the Potter's 
Hand, ſo are you in the Hand of the Lord 4) O Jh 
V=) leſt it be ſaid concerning you, as it was of 
Coniah, As I live, ſaith the Lord, the* Coniah the ſon 
of Jehoiakim Ting of Fudah were the Signet upon my 
right hand; yet wou!d I plutk thee thence *} (But, 
S Ack; viii. 21, 22, 23. f Dan. iv. 35. ® Epheſe 
I. 11. I [arab xl. 15, 17. [Mat. XX. 15. | Fob- 
kXxxili. 13. + Jer. xvili. ©, / Chap, xxii. 24. 
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-: Fourthly;- Another Reaſon for your having ſo-many 


Hearers, is, becauſe they are Strangers to the great 


Doctrine of Juſtification by Chriſt, and Faith in him, 
excluſive of the Works of the Law, and which, Way 
Juſtice muſt be ſatisfied, or the Sinner never can be 
ſaved; ſo that no Wonder ſuch Creatures, blind as | 
they are, inſenſible of the-Dangers they are expoſed 
unto, ſhould give heed to ſeducing Spirits, and be 
given up to believe a Lie; and it muſt be acknow- 
ledged it was certainly their unhappy Caſe, and your 
Wiſdom; if I may ſo call it, that you not only:ruſh'd 
in like a mighty; Torrent upon them; and that in the 


Time of their Ignorance, but likewiſe took the Ad- 


vantage of their Weakneſs and implicit Faith, ſo that 
your Scheme was artfully laid, and,, the Contrivance 
as deep as Hell, and Providence ſaffer'd you, for wiſe 


Ends, in ſome Meaſure, to carry your Point. For this 


Cauſe ſays the Apoſtle, God Shall ſend them flrang det 
lufion, 2 Theſ. ii. 12. and I have ſometimes thought 
that before, and after, the Devil enter'd. into the Herd 
of Swine, yqu did in ſome Reſpects reſemble him; 


- 1 . 


but before I ſhew you wherein the Likeneſs and 


Agreement is, give me Liberty, whilſt I have th 
Bible in my Hand, to turn to that Scripture, wh 
An 


I think is in the eighth Chapter of Luke the 32 . 


33d Verſes; and after I have read it, juſt to open it, 
the Words are theſe, And there was an herd of many 
ſtuine, feeding on the mountain, and they beſought him, 
that he would ſuffer them to enter into them, and he 
ſuffered them; then went the devils out of the man, ko 
entered into the ſwine, and the herd ran violently dewn 
a ſteep place into. the lake, and were coated. The 
Words, at firſt: View of them, ſeem to me to be very 
copious, large, and extenſive, and amongſt many other 
Things contained in them, you may note the four 
nnn, . Ant 
Hirst, You have the Devil's Requeſt or Petition 
to our Lord to enter into the Swine, . comptrized in 
theſe Words, [ ſuffer us,] from which you may ob- 


| ſerve this. Note of Doctrine, that the Devil will play 


at ſmall Game, rather then ſtand out. 
T 
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Secondly, You have the Event and Conſequence 
of his entring into them, they ran violently down a 
ſteep Place; and here you have a ſecond Note of ; 
Doctrine, that needs muſt when the Devil drives. 
 - Thirdh, In the Words, you have not only the 
Place mentioned down which the Swine ran, but the 
miſerable End they came unto, it was into'the Lake, 
and were choaked ; and here is a third Note of Doc-' 
trine very remarkable, that the Devil brought Dis 
Hoy s to a bad Market. © | 
'Y ourthiy, You have the Number of Swine ſpeci. 
cified, into which the Devil enter'd, and that was the 
whole Herd, the Herd ran violently ; and here is a 
fourth Note of Doctrine very remarkable, that the 


Devil has not only a large F amily, but * AY to 
deceive them all. 


Uno Tach of theſe i in their Order, - 


_ Firſt, You have the Devil's Requeſt or Petition 10 
our Lord, to enter into the Swine, comprized in 
theſe Words [ ſuffer Us, ] from which you may ob- 
ferve this Note of Doctrine, that the Devil will 2 
21 mall Game, rather than land out. —— He firſt 

es his Application to the Great Redeemer, Gi: 
| cut which, all his Attempts would have been Ineffec - 
tual, for he could not enter into them, till he gave 
bim Permiſſion; and thus it was with you, Mr. 
Nec, when, you entet'd upon the Work of the 
Miniſtry, firſt you deſired your Hearers to give Au- 
dience, , that what you delivered might | fink deep Lon 
to their Hearts, and this was the main Thing un- 
doubtedly you intended; for preſently | upon Ab e 7 
your Doctrine was ſo ſuitable” to them, 'and the 
18 norant of Divine Things, and void of Spiritual. 965 
i your End was the eaſier obtain'd, and you wete im- 
mediately received info their Affections, for you told 
them ſuch 2 pleaſant Way to Heaven, 'as perhaps 
many of chem never heard of, nor the Eternal Coun- 
cll never thought of; Jet, T believe, you acted moſt 
for your own Advantage, which appear'd quickly after, 
for, by Jar opening their Hearts and AﬀeStions, r 
tather W. inning them, you” made WAY for 0 
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into their Pockets and Houſes, and they, by Maier 


of you God ſpeed, became parta lers of your evil. 
Deeds, 2 John x; 1 1. for your Diſcourſes were conti- 


nually in Effect, [ ſuffer Me to enter into your Purſes, ] 


and they ſuffer'd you; and in like Manner the Devil 


requeſted of our Lord to enter into the Swine, at 


which Time he had a ie of executing. 


his wicked malicious Deſigns; for the Country of the 
Gadarenes abounded with ignorant, heatheniſh Peo- 
ple, fome tell us, that it was a Paganiſh, Sottiſh 
& Place, ,where uſually the Devil had the beſt Mar- 
e ket, and the greateſt Rule.“ And no Wonder, 
that he was deſirous of continuing there, fo that 1 
think it ſuits you, Mr. Hefen, exceeding well, your 
Market in Briſtol has been conſiderable, and your 
Friends have not been ſlack in their Diſtributions, 


either for the ſupport of Yourſelf, or Sehool-Houſe; 


14 12 15 51 * — 1 4 o 4 4 ins 
her Inſtance of their Ignorance is this, when they 


ay 
and 


. 


-of . 
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of the Fruits of their Religion they ever yet ſhew'd;. 
as knowing that God. is worſhip'd and ſerved therein 

by his People; and the Apoſtle very ſtrictly com- 

mands us to abide in the Vocation wherein we are 
called, 1 Cor. vii. 20. not running from one Place 4 
to another, (as they do). and taking Liberty to be 

idle in order to ſerve God, ſurely no, for. this is Ig - 
norance with a witneſs, and not a few of them have 
ſmarted tor it already; therefore I may ſay with 
Moſes, Yet the Lord hath not given them an Heart OG 
to perceive, Deuteronomy xxix. 4, but hath: ſuffered 3 | 
you, Mr. Hey, to enter into thein, and, in the 
firſt, Place, to play at ſmall Game with them, as the 
Devil did with the Swine, rather than ftand. out. I 
thought to have 'enlarged concerning the Nature of 


1 


the Petition, but paſs on. 


 Szcondly, You have the Event and Conſequence of 
his entering into them, they ran violently down a ſteer 
Place. And here you have a ſecond Note of Doc- 
trine, That needs muſt when the Devil drives, — 
No ſooner was his Requeſt granted, but he began to 
play his Deviliſh Tricks, for notwithſtanding Swine 
are of all, Beaſts the moſt unruly, yet the Devil 
brought them to Obedience, fo far as to anſwer his 
End; he forced and compelle them, and they ran 
violently, and, doubtleſs, they made the Accuſer 
of the Brethren fine Paſtime. Thus he exerciſed his 
Power, though it was wholly limited, and he cannot 
exceed therein, But perhaps, Mr. Ve-, you may 
_ aſk me, why the Devil ſhould. chooſe to drive them | 
down a ſteep Place? To which I would anſwer, Fir, 
. Becauſe he could not avoid it; the Thing was acc. 


. 


_  "tually fixed upon, and ſettled in the eternal Coungil © 
| * before the Devil had a Being ; and Chriſt, who 1 
knew all Things from the Beginning, was well. ac- e 
quainted with every Part of it. candy Had the So ESE 
Devil but known, or could have foreſeen what ſhould RE 
come to paſs, tis my Opinion he had certainly thought % 
upon you at the Time, and therefore ſet. himſelf as 
a Pattern for you to copy atter and imitate, . For, 
» Thirdly, A ficep Place. ſometimes ſuppoſes I iffculty 
an anger; and, thus it is Wich Feſße gg the e 
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you broach, they are ſteep and very dangerous, the 
Event of which will be eternal Ruin, if Grace don't 
ſpeedily intercept, For Inſtance, you tell your Hear. 
ers, if not in the ſame Words I'm going to mention, 
tis in Effect the ſame, That they have a Power to 
chooſe the Good and refuſe the Evil. Now, if this 
is not an Error the Scripture is falſe; for though 
Adam in his State of Innocency was a pure and ſpot- 
leſs Creature, made after the Image of God, (but 
mutable) and while he continued ſo as he came from 
the Hands of his Maker, endowed with excellent 
| Gifts and Graces, ſuperior to that of Man in his 
-Japſed State, had a Free Will to chooſe and refuſe, 
yet, as ſoon as he fell, he loſt it all, and the Caſe was 
fadly alter'd, and ſo have all his Poſterity. This is, 
and has been the Experience of all God's People, who 
have complained of it with Grief of Soul, that in- 
ſtead of having a Will to chooſe Things of a Spiritual 
Nature, it was quite depraved, and naturally inclin'd 
to that which is evil. From all which it is evident 
that you are a Stranger to yourſelf. as well as to the 
Scriptures: But why ſhould I wonder at it, ſince the 
natural Man underſtandeth not the Things of the 
Spirit of God, they are Fooliſhneſs to him, 1 Cor. 
+: ii. 14, and fo they are to you, Mr. We/—y; for were 
they not, and was you a renewed Man, you would 
find that the Will depends intirely upon God to be 
influenced, inclined, and moved to that which is 
| a But ſince you preach the Reverſe, tis a de- 
'Aructive dangerous Error, à ſteep Place, Indeed I 
am too well acquainted with many of your Hearers 
:to think they would be perſuaded for their real Good. 
can't think, excluſive of Almighty Power, but it 
was as poſſible to ſtop the Swine when the Devil 
was in them, as to turn many of them, and beet 
tem off their ſandy Foundation. I remember the || 
Lord faid to Moſes concerning ſome of old, that the 
were a ſtiff-necked People; and further adds, Now, 
therefore, let me alone, that m Wrath may was hot 
" againſt them, and that I may conſume them, Exodus 
Xxxli. 10. But though this was the Language of 
_ God to them, and which Words will be fully 9 | 
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pliſhed upon all the Non-Elect, in- the moſt firift 
Sence, whether belonging to your Society or not; 
yet, I fay, though this was the Language of God, 
if you contradicted it, your Heaters would give more 


Credit to you than him; for if you aſſert Things for 
Truth, be they never ſo falſe, they will readily be- 
lieve it, the Nature of their Faith is ſuch; and they 
are ſo eaſily byaſſed, and influenced by you, that needs 


muſt when the Devil and Mr. Ve- drives. But 


_ Thirdly, You hays not only the Place mention'd 


- 


Gown which the Swine ran, but the miſerable End 


they came unto ; twas into the Lake and they were 
choaked. And here is a third Note of Doctrine very 
remarkable, That the Devil brought his Hogs to a 
WWW 


By the Lake here, I underſtand the Sea or Waters; 


the Former is expreſſed by Mark, 'and both of them 
by Matthew; But the proper Word for it, as is well 
obſerved by ſome great Writers, and was by the 
Hebrews, is the Abyſs; for though the Word has 
divers Significations in Scripture, tis nothing foreign, 
but very properly applied hereto, becauſe the Sea is 
an unfathomable Depth, and then you may read the 
Words thus; They ran violently down a ſteep Place 
© into the Abyſs, and were choaked.” This was 
the End of them, they loſt their Lives, and their 


Owners loft their Swine, and all this owing to the 


Devil, as an-Inftrument : He was reſolved to plague 
them all he could, ſince his Requeſt was granted; 
and this might be one great Reaſon why the People 
deſired Chrift to depart out of their Coaſts, becauſe 
he ſuffered the Devil to hurt them in the Loſs of 
their Swine ; therefore, notwithſtanding the great 
Things he had done amongſt them, as plain Inſtances 
of his Power and Godhead, and the flaviſh Dread 


they were under at the Time, yet they could not look 


upon him with Pleaſure and Satisfaction, but rather 
with a ſquint Eye: For though the Swine belonged 
either to the Fews or Gentiles, I ſuppoſe the latter, 
or at leaſt the greateſt Part of them, though ng 


doubt but the Jes ſold ſome as well as the others; 
8 > / | yet; : 
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yet, I fay, granting the Jews to. be the Proprieters, 
yet Poſſeſſion is generally looked upon as eleven 
Points of the Law. Well, Satan makes his Appli- 
cation, as a Client, to enter upon the Premiſes, and 

it was to Chriſt, who only could grant his Requeſt 
by which Means he outwitted the Zews, and poſleſs'd 
their Swine, yet we find in the End that he brought 
his Hogs to a bad Market, and ſo have you many of 
your Hearers. You need not be angry with me, 
ſeeing the Scriptures not only compares Men to Swine, 
by. Reaſon of their Swiniſh Nature, but likewiſe. to 
Dogs, Foxes, Aſſes, Wolves, Robbers and ſeveral 
other Creatures, which I forbear to mention, mo 
proceed to tell you, that you have brought many o 

your Hearers to a bad Market, firſt, in this Life; 
and ſecondly, if Grace prevent not, in the Life. to 


.- Firſt, In this Liſe, - many of them have been ruin'd 
as to their Subſtance, - and faild in their Wealth and 
Reputation; nay not only ſo, but by their continual 
handing forth Supplies to you, have been brought to 
extreme Poverty and Diſgrace. Others have inge- 
nioufly conſeſs'd to me, after a long Attendance upon 
your Miniſtry, that, in Juſtice to themſelves and Fa- 
milies, they had been oblig'd to walk no more with you, 
leſt thereby they became burthenſome to the Pariſh to 
which they belonged ; for your Demands was ſo un 
reaſonable, that what Profit they received from Trade 
and Buſineſs: was . not. ſufficient to anſwer your Re- 
quirements. ;z, neither by ſo doing could they keep their 
Conſcience void of Offence, for they had follow'd 
you ſo long, that Poverty began to come upon them 
like an armed Man, and then they thought it high 
Time to leave you, not for any Diſlike to your Dia» 
bolical Doctrine but your Demands. . = thus, 
though as to- yourſelf they anſwer'd your Deſigns, and 
you made your Market of them, yet to conſider them 


on the other hand, and weigh the Matter only in the 
Ballance of your Reaſon, . or. common Senſe, it muſt 
he granted to paſs in the Affirmative, . that you brought 
them, by their own ſad Experience, to a bad Market. 


3 


{ ; . 
4 = Su 
6 5 

— 8 * > 


«Ferindly; If Grace prevent nor; it ili be their uns 


happy Caſe in the Life to come. What is worſe than 


to deceive poor Souls? Or as the Lord fays by the Pro- 


phet, they have healed the Hurt of the Daughter of 
my People ſlightly, faying, Peace, Peace, toben 
there is no Peace. Pray, conſidei this, Mr. JYFeſ—y, 
bow you ſhall be able to look Death and Judgment 
in the Face; and what aggravating Citcumffanees 
will attend your Condemnation above many others, 


caſt fuch Contempt upon God now, yet the Time 
will come when you fhall fee: and know, that the 
Judge of all the Earth will do Right, and that bis 
Wark is per fett; for all bis Ways are Fudoment : A 


he, Deut. xxxii. 4. Would to God that all your 
Hearers had the Eyes of their Underſtandings opened, 
and could behold your Doctrines in the ſame,” and 
with much more Light than I can, as the Scriptures 
give Teftimony of them, then would they be thankful, 
as I am, for theſe three Things amongſt other: 
Arm, That the Scriptures declare your Doctrines, 
or that which you generally preach, to be falſe. 
Second, That they are of God, and therefore ought 
to be believed as he is the Author of it, and it bears 
ONE NERD. 7D TEINS. Wu PLETE 
ts That it reproves you and your damnable 
Now was this but the happy Caſe of your Hearers, 
I might venture to ſay, they would never be brought 
Magee in the Life to come, or at Death, to a bad 
n „ 


Number of Swine ſpecified into which the Devil en- 
ter d, and that was the whole Herd. (The Herd ran 
ololentiy.) And here is a fourth Note of Doctrine, 


that the Devil bas not only a large Family, but is 


willing to deceive them all. I have here told you, 
that there is in the Words, the Number of Swine 
ſpecified into which the Devil entered, and that is 
the whole Herd, not a few, or part of them; nog 


but alt of them without Exception, St. Mark, in- 
8 | ä 


ee and 4% 5, Tn the Words you have the 
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deed, ſeems more 8 than I and FO) us, 


that the Herd was about two Thouſand ; He ſpeaks. 


of a Certain. for an, Uncertain 3 but whether it Was. 


More or leſs is not material; tis to be obſeryed they 


all periſhed, and fo ſhall all the Herd of Reprobates, 
as ſoon as they Jays filled * the Meaſure of their. 
Bilge. --1...\ 
Tis ſaid that Tala, by Tranſgrefion, fell, 
chat he might go to his own Place, 4s i. 25. that 
is to Hell. Tis no Breach of Charity to aſſert it; 
he was a Son of Perdition, or one deſigned for De- 


ſtruction: : ?Twas propheſied of him two or three 


hundred. Years before, and it paſs'd in the Mind and 
Will of God when the grand Conſultation was held 
between the Eternal Three, that Fudas ſhould be a 
Veſſel of Wrath, one of the Herd of Repꝛobates; for 
28 4 Veſſel is mage to hold or contain ſuch. a Quan= 
tity. of Liquor, and no more, ſo was Fudas - to be 
filled with ſuch. a Proportion of Wrath, (or elſe why 
does the Apoſtle compare the Non-El&& to Veſſek,) 
and as ſoon as that was compleated, in the very Day, 
the. yery Hour, the very Minute of the Hour, at the 
appointed Time, Fudas went to his, own Place, and, 
that it was ſo after he had betray'd our Lord, in or- 
ger to fill up the Meaſure of his Sins, and to add to 
What he had already done, he went and hanged him 
elf; and we are informed, he Galling headlong in the 
; Midft, or as Calvin reads it, he burſt in the". Gadle, 
and his Bowels guſhed out. And thus you may ſee 
the Reſentment of Heaven againſt him, and chat 
there is no Room for any ſo fooliſhly: to imagine that. 
Fudas was ſaved, ſince the Scriptures declare the 
contrary, and belare- the, Thing was actually oe. 
but in the determinate Council of Heaven. O 
Lord ſayt, Mo unto that Man, it had been goo 45 
Him that he had never been born, Mat. XXVi. 24. 

thus it muſt be, Fudas was one of the No- Elec, 
one of the Herd of Reprobates, a Veſſel of Wrath, 
and conſequently fitted to Deſtruction: There was 
no Poſſibility of eſcaping it, for: he muſt oY 
periſh, , Vou may look upon this, Mr. Wes, as 


FINES Cenlute, but as I have divine Authority 72 | 
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IP, any I can produce to diſprove it, tho 
I rather unilerſtand it of the rhe Cle 


h 


1 l hen möt ahamed of the Trats; 1 oty 
the little Credit it has among Mankind: mul 
tell you farther, ——ů— 


hat unhappy Number, neither ſhall one periſu that 


was given to Chriſt to fave, and for whom' he made 
8 Satisfaction. You may deceive others finally, but 
not the Elect. Nay, further, let me fay; the Num- 
ber is fix d upon from all _— and before all 
Time, whom you ſhall deceive, for juſt into ſo many, 
and no more, ſhall you enter by 33 our Craft and De- 
ceit, and they, by clotting the Deluſion, - ſhall run 
violently into the Lake that burns with Fire and 
Brimſtone: This will certainly be the unhappy Caſe 
of all ſuch I have ſometimes thought, and am aſ- 
ſured of it; that though the Devil cbuld not ſtop the 
Herd of Swine after he had entef'd into them, be- 
cauſe Chriſt did not ſuffer and permit him to do it, 
yet the Arm of the Almighty Power, was ſufficient 
to have ſtop'd the whole Herd of Reprobates from 
9 „ dut twas not the Pleaſure of Heaven fo to 
do: A particular Number was fix'd upon, and they 
only ſhall be brought to — briefly, have 
1 told you, who thoſe, are that ſhall eternally periſh, 


and be deceived, and you have heard tis only he 
Non Elect, and ſomething has been hinted at who - 


the Deceivers-ſhall be; and the Holy Gboftz by the 
| Evangeliſt Ten, tells us it ſhalt be the Locuſts, as 
you have it, Rev. ix. 3, 4. And there came out of 
the Smoke Lomfer upon the Earth, and unto them was 
gien Power, as the Scorpions o 8 Earth bave 
| Power: And it was commanded t 


- Thing, neither any Tree, but any thoſe Men which 
- have not the Seal of Gad in their Farebeads. By the 
Locuſts here I cannot agree with Meſſts. Mede, Na- 


' pier and Pool, who think by them is intended the 


. Turks and Saracens, notwithſtanding I grant the _ 
gumoents they make ufe of are — 


05 2 pu 


and Jeſuits? the latter of which I have en you ta 


| 85 boy" e 


un 


that they ſhould = 
nt hurt the Grafs of the Earth, neither any green 


\ 


” "mn | 

io are Jeſuits. The Pſalmiſt makes mention of them, 
and they are recorded in ſeveral Places in holy Writ, 
and we find they were one of the Len Plagues of 
-all-the'Land, Exod. x. 13, 14, 15. And thus: the 
Lord, when threatening the ¶Hſraelites with them, 


in order to aggravate the Circumſtances of their 


Crime, tells them they ſhould have Teeth lie Lions, 
Joel i. 6. and I wiſh the Lord has not threatened us 
in Judgment with Ve- y, for we are like to have, 
proceed from your Loins, or by your ſending ſorth, 


a monſtrous Brood of Jeſuitical Preachers. And 10 


give you, as I could, the various Opinions of Mien 
concerning them, and the Locuſts here mention'd, by 
the Evangeliſt John, would not anſwer my Intention 
in turning to the Words, in which you may obſerve, 
1ſt, The Injunction laid upon thoſe! here mentioned, 
It was\commanded tbem that they ſbould nat hurt ibe 
Gras of the Earth, nor am green Tbing, nor any 
- Tree, that is the Elect of God. 249, You! have 


ſomething here pointed iat, from: which they ſhould 


be reſtrainꝰd, and that is, from hurting, ſedusing or 
hindering their Salvation ; this is beyond the 'Powyr_ 

of Jeſuits or Devils, for Chriſt has poſitivelyedeclarid. 
that none ſhall pluck them dut of his Hand, Join x. 
28. zuh, We have a particular Number mentionꝭd 
over whom the Locuſts ſnould have Power to hurt 

and deceive, and they are ſuch as don't belong 
to the Election of Grace, here deſeribd by their not 


_ havinig"1the Seal of God in their: Forcheads. They 


are ſorbid to hurt any others (tis ſaid partieulariy) 
but only thoſe Men; and WhO are they ? Do they 
belong to the Redeemed of the Lord? Are they the 
Purchaſe of his Blood? No, no, they ate the Non- 
Elect, the Herd of Reprobates. But i4ehly; Werbaye 
exhibited to our Notice, from whence it cis theſe 
hateful Creatures derive their Power, and that is, 
from God only. 7 them tuns: giuen Nutuer z they 
had none naturally inherent in themſelves, therefore 
tis ſaid to be given them; neither could: yowhurt br 
deceive your Hearers, without Permiſſion fromſabove, 
3 they belong d to Chriſt, for a h 
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finally deceiv'd} But to haſten, and juſt glance — 
Thouglt*upon the fourth Note of Doctrine, that 
the Devil has not only 4 large Family, but is willing 
to deceive them all: That this is the Caſe, appears 
from bis being the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
and working in the Children of Diſobedience; and 
our Lord tells the Jews, that he was their Father, 
Jb. vm. 44. And the Apoſtle Paul calls E lymas a 
Child of the Devil; Ae * xiii. 10. His Family i is 
ſpread all over the World; ; he has Multitudes of 
them; tel iii. 14. and where there is one Believer in 
Chrict; there are two have the Faith of the Devil, Ak. 
we are told, by their Fruits we ſhall know them, and 
where there is the Fruits of Righteouſneſs i in one 
Man,; chere is the Fruits of Unrighteouſneſs in three, 
and if the Devil has three to one, his Family muſt 
be numerous; I could produce an Hundred Scriptures 
to prove it, but think what 1 have ſaid is ſufficient, 
and if there was no'Colour'for it in Holy Writ, our 
Daily Notice and Obſervation of the Ungodly'is a 
N ſtanding” Proof of What Pve aſſerted; and notwith⸗ 
ſanding his Family is ſb large, and act according to 
his own Dictates, by yielding themſelves his —_ 
Subjects, yet he goes out to deceive them, " Kevu. xx. J. 
And whereunto ſhall I liken you to him, why, your 
Family, as well as his, eonſiſteth of many "Thouſands, 
there is no Place of Worſhip as I know of, how large 
ſdever; fufficient to contain them all, and when t 
meet together, in Order, as they think, way” worſhip” 
God, at particular Places, either at London, Dept. 
24 Buth, Kingſwood, Briſtol, or any where elſe * 
is but in Imall umbers, though each "ſhould conſiſt 
of a Thouſand, wen compared to the whole: And 
from this Confideratioh! How melancholly muſt it be 
for the truly gracious, awakened Soul to Tefle there= 
upon, that ſo many ſhould: be ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, 
to hearken to one who is not only ignorant of the 
8 Scriptures, an avowed Enemy to the ſundamental 
Pruths of the Goſpel, but Gne! that ſtrikes at the 
Foundation of Comfort, from whence it is the Saints 
draw water out of the Wells of 2 * mn Thus 
briefly have I f. 1ew'd you” whepclh | it app pe⸗ we 
Ln EROS ” 11. YAN, 
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§ Fer. xxvii. 11, | Prov. xvi. 4. 
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you reſemble the Devil, and now paſs on, as pe- 


poſed, to give you another Reaſon for your having 4 


ſo many Followers. And that is, . 
 #Fifthly and laſth, Becauſe the Veil ſtill remains 
upon their Hearts, and *tis not given to many of 


them to believe, for unto this Day the Veil remains 
untaken away; and if you aſk me what Veil it is, 


anſwer, tis the Veil of Blindneſs and Ignqrance; for 
as Chriſt, though manifeſt in the Fleſh,, was the 
Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon, yet a hidden Myſtery to the 
Jeu, for it pleaſed God to hide it from the Eyes of 
their Underſtandings, that they could not ſee to the 
End of it; and as it was with them, ſo it is with your 
Hearers, and ever will remain ſo, without God is 
pleaſed to reveal his Son in them, for till this be the 
Caſe, and they are enabled to receive Chriſt by Faith, 
and to reſt their Souls upon his active and paſſive 
Obedience, and lay the whole Streſs of their Salva- 
tion upon him and his Righteouſneſs, the Veil will 
remain upon their hearts, According as it is written, 
God hath given them the Spirit of Slumber, Eyes that 
they ſhould not fee, and Ears that they ſhould not hear 
unto this Day*, And he hath. blinded cheir Eyes, and 
hardened their Heart, leſt they ſhould ſee with, their 
yes, and underſtand with their Heart, and be con- 
verted, and I ſhould heal them f. Compare with dat. 
thew t, and the Prophet Jeremiah &, For it is @ Peapla 
of no Underſtanding, therefore. he that made them will 
not have Mercy on them, and he that formed them will. 


hero them no Favour. And the wiſe Man tells us, God 
made all Things for himſelf, even the Wicked. for the 


Day Evil I. 1 alſo will laugh at your Calamity, 
and mock when your Fear cometh k. Now the above 
Reaſon is 2 ſufficient Teſtimony for your having {a 


many Diſciples and Followers, becauſe they are blind 


and ignorant as to ſpiritual, Things, and ſtrangers tq 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, for, were their Eyes opened, 


| they would behold your Doctrine with quite different 


Views 


— — 1 6 f ö 1 — | — 185 nn 
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Views - than before, and loath it with the greateſt. 
Abhorrence and-Diſlike, as our Lord ſays, ſpeaki 
of his Sheep, his Ele, - his Choſen, — he 4 7 
his own Sheep by Name, and leadeth them out, 
and the Sheep follow him, for they know his Voice, | 
and a Stranger, that is a falſe Teacher (ſuch as you 
are) they will not follow, but will flee from him, a2 
being moſt deſtructive and pernicious z for they 1 
not the Voice of Strangers *, don't approve of them, 
tis diſagreeable to the new Natute, the New Man, 
the renewed Part, and contrary to their great Shep 
herd Chriſt Jeſus 3 but the ſaving Truths of the Gol. 
pel, though revealed to Babes and Sucklings, is hid 
from ſo wiſe and prudent a Gentleman as you. And 
what is your Thoughts by this Time, Mr. We/—y, © 
of my laſt Reaſon, ja you have ſo many Hearers 
that give conſtant Attendance to you Miniſtry, is it 
t owing to their Blindneſs and Ignorance, the 
eil that covers their Underſtandings, and renders 
them incapable ef diſcerning Truth from Error, 
the Voice of Chriſt in his Word, from that of blind 
depraved Nature and Reaſon, which. is the light chat 
lighteth every Man that cometh into the World, 
and by which it appears to me that you and your 
Hearets are guided, for were they but the People of 
Chriſt, and under the Guidance of his Spirit, they 
would know the Truth, namely, the e and be 
enabled to comply therewith $ 1 
V. Prove your Aſſertion. 
A. That I will from the Words of Chriſt pimſelf; AY 
for, fays he to the Non-ele&t Fews, Je believe not 
becauſe. ye are not of ny Sheep 1. And there was 
neyer an Inſtance of à Soul that acted Faith in him, 
without he belonged to the Election of Grace; ſor 
Ka only given, to them to bęlieve, and no other 
n poſſibly believe, (as I opſerved hefare) for Faith 
is the Gitt of God, and flows not from Nature, and 
he beſtows it upon none but the Elect. This was 
the high Account which the Apoſtle Paul gave of it, 
that Fxcallent Recken of * ree . not free . 
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all, and in all, as you ſay; for — r 
Chriſt had a Choſen People; à peculiar” Number; | 
whom he loved with Complacency- and Regard : He 
did not preach one Thing at one Time, and quits 
the Reverſe at another, (as you often do) but there 
appear'd the ſweeteſt Maney in all his Diſcourſes” 
Never did he bring the Almighty to be tried at his 
Bar of Reaſon, as you attempted to do, declaring he 
was worſe than the Devil, if be —— to fave ſomẽ 
and damn others; this, 1 ſay, the Apoſtle never die; 
' tho. you have duit® to do it Often in public, to our“ 
Shame and Confuſion be it ſpoken. 0 Mr. y, 
tremble at the Thought, and never provoke him 
more, by charging him ſo wickedly';z; à God that is 
juſt to al his Threats, and faithful to all his Prö- 
miſes ; he that has innumerable” Hoſts of Angels 
around. his Throne; before him the exalted Elders 
caſt down their Crowns, and Angels veil their Faces : 
Thouſands ot Thoufands pay Homage to him, and 
ten Thoufand Times ten Thouſand miniſter unto 
him ; he that is of purer Eyes than to behold Ini- 
quity f; in whoſe Sight the Heavens are not clean, 
and who chargeth tis Angels with poſſible Folly 3 
he who hath meaſured the Waters in the Hollow of 
his Hand, and meted out Heaven with the E 
and comprehended the Duſt of the Earth in a Mea- 
ſure, and weigh'd-/ the Mountains in Scales and the” 
Hills in a Ballance ]; who is not Man that he ſhould 
lie, nor the Son of Man that he ſhould repent L he 
that covereth himſelf with Light, as with a Gar- 
ment *,; that -fills both Heaven and Earth with his © a 
Pteſenee t; who only has Immortality and eternak 
Life »; that declares himſelf to be the Firſt and tlie 
Laſt *; be that holdeth the Seven Stars in his Right 
Hand **; Which was dead andd is alive +Þ ; Which 
bath the A 6a pan ot Sword et; ; which __ 
— fe HY 4 el . 1 2 Zi 
* 2 Tim: ji: 13. 6 Reb. e F 95 10 _ vn. 
11. 1 Hub. i: 135 & Job iv. 48. | Jſeiab 
12. Numb. xxiii. 19. Plat; e 
. Fer. xxil. 24. ws 1 Tim. vi. Ab. KRNev. 
i. 17. * Fer, 16. 1 Fer. 18. r Ver. 16. 
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W ich hath Hg 15 pirits of God „and the Sdn 


Key of Davidt,/ that openeth and no Man ſhutteth, 
and ſhutteth and no Man openeth; he that maketh 
bis Angels Spirits, and his Miniſters a Flame of Fire, 
and — ſo PIPE juſt a God as he is, that is "ag 
oitely happy in the ; Enjoyment of himſelf, and in 
: whoſe Hand your Breath is, and whoſe are all your 
Ways, be treated as a Creature, or worſe, by ſueh a 
Wretch 25 you? Pray think, O vain Man! how you 
hall anſwer it — — Day, for all Things are naked 
and bare before the Eyes = that God, with whom 
you have to do.h, and whoſe Name is dreadful among 
he Heathen l. I am loath to mention any other 
Seriptures at preſent upon this Head, therefore 
would deſire to know, if I have not fairly proved 
5 Aſſertion, namely, that was your Followers, but 
riſt's People, they would be e by the ſ — 
ol Aids of his Spirit, quickeni 
of them, to flee from you and your oy OT 
tis the Language of Chriſt himſelf, ny. ſbecp bang 
Voice, and 1 now. them, and they fallom me g.. And 
J am certain, that yours is that of Strangers, for the 
Spirit of Truth leadeth Chriſt's People into all neceſ- 
fary Truths, which you derogate from, and preach 
quite the contrary. For moſt of your Sermon are not 
only ſo, but irreconcileable one part with the other, 
and ſtuffed with Inconſiſtencies ; and are you not a 
pretty 3 after all ger our Academical Eduea- 
tion, to appear ſo often in .Publick, and ſhew your 
Ignorance to the World, to make no better Improve» 
ment of your Falent at the Uniyerſity, hut what is 
.wofſe to deceive poor Son, and act the Part of an 
Enemy to Chriſt, and his his Goſpel, under the Dif 
guiſe of Friendſhip ? | 
r::2t..T value nothing of LED vou have ſuid con- 
eerning me, not withſtanding you have made ſo ſpe- 
eious a Pretence for your Aſſertion, and e we 
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in ſuch à Manner, though had I Time I could an- 
wer you in every particular, with regard to the 
Doctrines T preach ; and maintain the ſame, againſt 
the whole Scheme of that daminable Doctrine of E- 
lection, which ſtinks in my Noſtrils, ———- For, I 
freely declare, when I firft undertook the Work of 
the Miniftry, it was my main Study what DoQrines 
was moſt agreeable to the World; and, upon Search, 
1 found none fo ſuitable, as that of God's. univerſal 
Love to all Mankind, and which moſt give Credit 
unto ; nay; I find it turns moſt to my Advantage, 

for the Creditors of it, are my beſt Benefators. 
M. The more wicked Man you, for if you are a 
Pleaſer of Men, you are not a Servant of Chriſt“; 
"nay, your Caſe ſeems to be moſt Dreadful and Dan- 
rous; they went, ſays God, by the Prophet, there 
king of futh as you, but I ſent them not, and 
nothing can be expected from ſuch, but that ory 

-will change with the Time, and ſuit their Religi 

According to the Age, and make it as Faſhionable as 
any Gard whatever, This appears plain from your 
own Words, before cited, and cauſes a frefh' Re- 
'membtance'of the Words of the Apoſtle, who better 
deſcribes you than the nioft ſkilful Artiſt, and draws 
your Features to the Life, by fhewing me, that you 
ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chrift, but your Belly, and, 
by good Words and fair Speeches, deceive the Hearts 
of the Simple T“. e oct, e "arg 
- FF. By this you make me a Servant of the Devil, 
and in effect give me to underſtand, that I received 
my Orders from Satan, and was ſent by him, and not 


o 
* 


« 8 ö by God, which I deny; for if need he, I may war- 


3 


rantably, at Times, appear as a | Pridefiinarian, a 
Calviniſt, or Lutheran, though T am not fo in Rea- 
lity, and, when Occaſton offers, make that the Foun- 
dation of my Diſcourſe, mee. 
MH. I do not wander to hear you talk fo, for Satan 
is transform'd into an Angel of Light $; and no mar- 
vel, that you ſhould act his Part by imitating” of 


- 


him, 
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kein, for his Setvarits ye are, fays the Apoſtle; t6 


whom ye obey I, and is not the Doctrine you pr 
according to the Dictates of the God of this World: 
the Prince of the Power of the Air, that Spirit th 
worketh in the Children of Difobedience ; and for 
the Truth hereof, I appeal to your own Conſcience, 
and to every awakened, enlightened Soul, who w 
tmpartigtly, uy ith the utmoſt Candour; exattfif 
our Work compare your Doariries with the 

Ford of God, 1 — try the fame by that unefrin 9 
June, to fee 5 what I declare, is not 

ruth, Por, in our publick Sermons, you have iti 
the mot daring Manner, and contrary to the whole 
Current of Scripture, maintained thoſe Do&rineg 

uch our Lord never commitfion'd any of his Diſet- 
es to preach, neither ever preach'd himſelf, 

. What are they ? pray mention one of thietn. 

M. The firſt is, that à finleſs Perfection, is at- 
telnable here on Earth; and ſecondly, Ty "Perfvit 
may belleve, atid be ſealed by the Spirit of romiſe, 
have his Heart chang ed 45 and the Powers and Fatul- 
ties of his Soul 1 75 and yet after all Fall finally 
trom it, and be gamned. I could enumerate feverat 
more of your tafacious Doctrines, ant prove them to 

be deceithn 1 and unjuſt, box theſe two may ſuffi bor 
many others. 

M. As to the firſt you mention'd, that a Kale 
Perfection is attainable here on Earth, T will prove 
from one or two Texts of Scripture ; as, Jhoſoever 
Is bart” of God doth not coniit fin, for his feed ri 
Maineth in him, and he cannot fin, becauſe be vs boyil of 
pf in this the Children of God are manifeſt; and 

Haren of the Devil F. And if you believe the 
255 you muſt credit what the Apoſtle fays of 
is Matter. 

M. Poor John, 1 keartily Be-pity thee; that thou 
eanhot fee into the true eaning of the Apoſtle in 
that Fra and becauſs 1 art ſo L of Di- 

dine 
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(4) 
vine Things, I will endeavour to tell the Meaning 
thereof. 5 bes es F 
V. That is as you ſay, I do not think it worth 
while to hearken to you, nor any of your conceited 
Teachers, neither ſhall I take any Notice of it. 
M. The Reaſon for it is plain, for ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, he that knoweth God, heareth us, he that. is not of 
God, heareth not us, hereby know. we the Spirit of 
truth, and the ſpirit of error *®. But whether you 
will hearken to the Truth or not, I muſt take the 
Freedom, as we are alone, to explain it to you, and 
in order to come at the Knowledge of it, you muſt 
obſerve, the Apoſtle writes this Epiſtle, and dedicates 
it to the Fews at TN and unto them commends 
ſeveral great and valuable Duties, that they ought to 
be found in the Diſcharge of, if they would fulfill 
and make good the Character they ſuftain'd ; and 
amongſt others, he highly recommends that of Love, 
and excites them to a greater Degree of it one a- 
mong the other, as is evident in the ſecond, and 
eſpecially the third Chapter, where you fix upon the 
Words, in order to prove that a ſinleſs Perfection is 
attainable in this Life ; as namely, that whoſoever is 
born of God doth not commit Sin, c. —— I ſhall 
therefore very briefly, Firſt, tell you what it is to be 
born of God; and, Secondly, how ſuch cannot com- 
mir Sin in the Senſe of the Apoſtle: _ n 


£ * . 


_ Firſt, To be born of God, is to. be turned from 
Darkneſs to Light, ſo have the Powers and Faculties 
of the Soul renew'd, tis no leſs than a ſaving Change 
wrought by the Spirit of Grace, old Things are paſt 
away, and behold, all Things are become new; tis 
to have the Enmity of the carnal Nature removed, 
and to be brought out of the Kingdom of Satan, in- 
to the glorious Liberty of the Children of God; and 
the Perſons who are the Objects of it, have a Prin- 
Ciple of ſpiritual Life Aces 05d in their Souls, and 
derive Sap and Nouriſhment from Chriſt their quick= 
ning Head, from which they are enabled to bring 
forth Fruit unto God; for you muſt obſerve, they 
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cannot +3 "this 3 in a State of 8 till their 3 | 
are, opened, and they can ſay with one of old, where. 
as I was blind I now ſee ; and that Perſon. that has 
His Heart changed by the powerful Efficacy of Di- 
vine Grace, is born of God, and made a Partaker of 


che Divine Nature; or, as a very learned Author 


** 


by "raiſed to a pious Life agrecably, he that hath been 
ce porn of God, is literally, he that hath ſuch a bleſ- 
40 ſed Change wrought in him by the Operation of 
ce God's Spirit in his Heart, as to be transform'd in 


<< the Spirit of his Mind, fincerely changed from 
all Evil to all Good, from an 0 


& Fleſh, to an Obedience unto God ; only jt is here 


<« to be noted, that the Phraſe is not ſo to be taken, 


64 as to denote only the Act of this Change, the firſt 
„ Impreſfion of this Virtue on the Patient, the 
—* ſingle tranſient Act of Regeneration or Reformas 
be tion, and that as now paſt, but rather a conti- 


„ nued Courſe, a permanent State, ſo as a regene- 


ce rate Man and Child of God, are all one.“ Thus 
Mr. e-, have I briefly told you, what it is to be 
porn of God, wherein the Reality of it conſiſteth, 
and now paſs on as propoſed, to tell yau, . 

Secondly, How ſuch that are thus renew'd, and 
ſavingly changed, cannot commit Sin in the Senſe of 
the Apoſtle. I would note here, that when the 
Apoſtle told thoſe Chriſtian Jews, to whom he writes 
this Epiſtle, that whoſoever is born of God doth not 


commit Sin, he does not intend, neither are we to 


underſtand it ſimply, (as you I orantly, ſuppoſe) that 
ſuch cannot fin at all, certainly no; for this would 
be to make him like yourſelf, and contiadid what 
he had ſaid before, as you may ſee if we ſay, 
that we have no Sin, we deceive ourſelves, and the 
Truth is not in us, now who does the Apoſtle here 
ſpeak of, or to whom does he ſpeak, is it to the 
whole Body of the Jews extenſively. in and about 
Fudea, or to ae whole World in general, or to the 
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ſays, * To have received ſome ſpecial Influence from 
and by the Help and Power of that, to be. 


bedience to the 
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Proſeſſors of Chriſtiani in "Particular : I anſwer, to 
neither of 'theſe. = 1 apprehend, tis diredted in 4 
ſpecial Manner, to the ele& of God, às is evident 
ftom the four firſt Verſes, and not to all chat profeſs d | 
_ Chriſt among them, becauſe ſome of them had apo- 5 
ſtatized from the Truth. Therefore, when the Apo- 
ſtle fays, if we ſay we have ub fin we deceive aus feives, 
he means either Miniſters of the Gofj Sono, or  Belie- 
vers of that Church, or both: = it 'the'Pev & 
of Chriſt then, ſuch that knew themltlves intere! 
in the favour of God, and had greater Made. 
tions of his Love, and was enabled to walk cloſe 
with him, more ſo, than many now that Wight 5 a 
great Stir and Noiſe about Religion. 
I fay, it the Saints of old, fuch that were. fo. in 
Reality, 'could complain of the Being of Sin, and ac- 
knowledge if they contended for a Rnleſs Perfection, 
they only deceived themſelves, and were under great 
5d dreadful Deluſions. lch, What Weakneſs, 
Folly, and Ignorance dots it argue for any in our 
Day, 'efpecially an Idiot in Divinity, and fome of 
your” Hegrers, "that have'publick] N. aſlerted, they have 
and can live without Sin, one Year after another; 
and yet the Apoſtle Paul himſelf, thrpugh- the' In: 
dwelling of it, was made to cry out, O' wretthed 
man that I ant, and they dual have "moſt Commu- 
nion With God, and ate the beſt 3 quainted with 
their Hearts, will confeſs, that itftead's of living with- 
out Sin, the beft of their Performances are tinctured 
with it; and when I hear Perſons talking of living 
withaut 'Sin, *tis a great Sign to me of their being at 
2. woful' Diſtance from God, and if you and your 
earers-ate without Sin, 1 Would deſire to Know if 


Jou have not been tranſlated or eaught up into a 
ißeal State, and left the Body for à Tim 


e: — 


or, as ſoon as the Apoftle IT was laſt ſpeaking of, 
had arrived to a compleat Perfection in "Holineſs, be 
was no longer upon Earth, God had no more Wor 
For him to do here, but took" him to himſelf; anc 


his has! been 21 Cafe, | How comes it hh 
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are yet in the Body ? for my Part, T ſhould have rea- 
dily concluded; if you had been entirely free from 
Sin; you had been in Heaven long ago, and had you' 


been ſuffer'd to come from thence to dwell amongſt 
us, your Robes had been ſo bright and fhining, that 
we ſhould not have been able to behold the Sight, un- 
leſs vo had put on a Veil, as Moſes did, when de 
came down from the Mount, Exod. xxxiv. 35. 
But as it evidently appears to the contrary, and you 
are yet in the Body, a Man of like Paffions -with o- 
thers, I carmot but look upon you as a very impeffect 
Man, and one chat cannot live without din; 1 — o 
that your Notions of the Words, he that is born o 
Sud cannot commit fin, are entirely falſe, and foreign 
from the Apoſtle's Meaning, for he intends no more 
by it, than that ſuch as are born of God, cannot 
ſin with that Delight, Allowance, and Approbation, 
as they did whilft in a State of Nature, they cannot 
now do it deliberately, with Pleaſure, nor without 
Remorſe, no, nor mäke a Cuſtom and Trade of it; 
as others do, 'for they are made to hate it, and ſay 
with Paul, I delight in the law of Ged., after the in- 
ward- rn, and that which I do, 1 allow not, (can- 
not approve of i it, as if he had faid ) For what 1 would 
that ao I not, but*what I hate that do I, now then it 
is no more I that do it, "but fin that dwoelleth i in me F. 
From which Scriptures, was I not to mention” any 
more, you might conelude there is no ſuch thing as 
you dream of, -as that a ſinleſs Perfection is attain- 
able i in this Life; for the Apoſtle James ſpeaking in 
the Name of the Saints, ſays, in many things we en 
allt, yet, nevertheleſs, they twere not the ſers ants 
in, as faith the Apoſtle" Paul, but being made free 
from fin 3 that j is, from the ręi igning Power and Do- 
minion of it, and become Servants to God, had their 
Fruit unto Holineſs, and the End everlaſting Life], 
they were not freed'from the Inheing of it, but as 1 
obſerved from the reigning power thereof, thongh "I 
r 285 the es cangot fin at all, * Jena 
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fider'd as ſuch) and though the ſame Apoſtle was. 
reſolved, that no one ſhould out - run, or out · ſtrip 
him, as Mr. Wilſon notes, nor get before him in 
Likeneſs to Chriſt in this imperfe& State, and as he 
declares, he was not a whit hehind the chief of all the 
Hpoſtles ; yet, he freely confeſleth, that he had not 
attain'd, neither was he perfect +, whatever others 
might pretend to; and the wiſe Man tells us, there is 

. not a juſt Man upon Earth that doeth good and ſunetb 
not © ; and yet you will drive on, (Balaam like) and 
plead up for a ſinleſs Perfection, notwithſtanding 

1 thoſe Scriptuxes I have mention*d and ſeveral others, 

1 greeable to the Experience of all God's People, 

— you in the Face, and declare you to be a Liar. 

[! . This Language is like to beating the Air, and 

| | = ſo far from prevailing with me, as to believe what 
| | you ſay to be true, that it rather ſtrengthens my No- 


1 tions to the contrary; for our Lord himſelf hath hid 
| us to be perfect ||, and ſays, concerning Job, that 
i he was a perfect and upright Man 8. a 


M. Thoſe Texts of Scriptyre are certainly true, 
(that is) I mean the Words are upon Record, but not 
ſo in the Senſe you take them N e 
VV. You may wreſt them if you pleaſe, but for 
my part, I'll enjoy my own Opinion. 3 
M. I know you will, be it ever ſo falſe; and for 
your charging me with wreſting the Scriptures, is all 
the ſame, tis either owing to your Ignorance of the 
Mind and Will of God as revealed, or to your Wice 
kedneſs, by hying in wait to deceive, and oppoſing 
the Truth; for can you imagine, that when the 
Lord ſaid, that Fob was a perfect Man, that he had 
arrived to ſuch a State as to live without Sin, or that 
he was ſo in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word, no, that 
cannot be, neither in one, nor the other; for the 
former is altogether unſcriptural, and impoſſible 
whilſt we are cumber'd with a Bedy of Sin and 
Death, and the latter found in God only, and pro- 
per to him alone; for though the Spirit of juſt Men 
” 2 Cor. Xi. 83. 1 Ph. i. 12.,.. :} Ao 
vil, 20. | Matt., v. 4% ty Je i. 3 . 


in Heaven are made perfect, and free from all Sinz 
and from all Poſſibility of the ſame, as no unclean 
Thing can enter into thoſe Heavenly Manſions: And 
though Angels and Seraphs, thoſe bright intellectual 
Creatures, that underſtand and know more of God 
than us, and excel in Strength, and are ſaid to be 
Miniſters of his, that do his Pleaſure, P/al. ciii. 20, 
21. I fay, tho? theſe are in a perfect State, and in- 
capable of ſinning, yet if compared to God are ftill 
imperfect, for he is originally and eſſentially fo, and 
what of it is ſeen in them is borrow'd and derived 
from this Fountain; but as to Jab, his Perfection 
lay in his Sincerity and Uprightneſs, in that he was 
the Man he declared himſelf to be, not in Word and 
Shew only, but in Deed and in Truth, inſomuch 
that twas ſaid there was none like him in the Earth t, 
and notwithſtanding God highly honoured and fa- 
vour'd him, in this reſpect he had not attained to an 
abſolute Perfection in Holineſs; and if ſuch a Man 
as Job was yet imperfect, whilſt in the Body, (as 
moſt ſurely he was) then how much niore are you, 
Mr. Ne-, that as yet never ſhew'd a Reſemblance 
of him, for your Complexion and his are quite diffe- 
ferent. But further, I would afk you if you can 
keep the Moral Law, and fulfil it exactly in all its 
Requirements? I deſire you to reſolve me this. 
VI muſt freely confeſs Pm utterly incapable. of 
ſo doing. 5 3 3 
M. Upon this Confeſſion of yours, all your Baſis 
for a ſinleſs Perfection falls to the Ground, for every 
particular Precept of the Law muſt be fulfilled in or- 
der to attain it. 8 | 
V. Stop here, cannot I be as good as I would, 
as evil as I would? Yes, ſurely, for at Pleaſure I 
can order the Motions of my Soul, ſo as to employ 
them wholly upon God and his Service. „„ 
M. Then you are the only Man now in being, 
fer Pm ſure you contradict all gracious Experience: 
Pray, do you find nothing of Original Defilement? 
Can you ſay you are clean, and waſh your ag 
J "7 = 
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Innocency, in this Reſpect? Has your Will receiv*d 
no Biaſs by the Fall? Is there no Corruption found 
in your Underſtanding? And is your Affections en» 
tirely pure and holy, ſet r and no- 
thing elſe? Pray conſider theſe Things, and defire 
Grace to look into the ſecret Workings of your 
Heart, and if granted you will find it deceitful 
above all Things, and deſperately wicked, and that 
you have only . deceived yourſelf all this while, in 
pleading for a ſinleſs Perfection, when you ought 
father to have pleaded for a finſul one, the former 
being unartainable in this Life, and the latter muc] 
more perfect, as is evident from the Scripture and 
Experience. What does the Apoſtle mean, when Ke 
fays, The Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit 
againſt the Fleſh, and theſe two are contrary one to the 
other, fo that ye cannot do the Things that ye would F. 
I was informed you ſaid, this and the 7th Chapter 
of the Romans was a Dialogue between the Apoſtle 
and a Heathen ;, F rather think it a Combat between 
Corruption and Grace, and the Apoſtle's Experience 
of the fame, and what every ſenſible awakened Chri- 
ſtian has the ſad Experience of: Nor do we find that 
the Apoſtle ever complain'd of it hilft he was in an 
unrenewed, unregenerate State; for as long as the 
ftrong Man armed ketpeth his Palace, his Goods art 
im Peaces; and yet you would make us believe, if 
| you could, that the Apoſtle was now ſpeaking to x 
Heathen, when *tis particularly directed to the Gala- 
titans, as the genuine Experience of that Church. 


Certain it is, that Oxford and Cambrilge produce 


more Heathens and Idiots in one Year, than ever the 
Galatian Church did in Ten. But᷑ let me entreat᷑ you, 
for the Time to come, not to pervert the Scriptures as 
you have done, nor plead fo vainly for à ſinleſs Pertec- 
tion, but take Shame and Confuſion to yourſelf, whilſt 
the moſt holy Apoſtle complains of Sin at the Heart, 
and concludes in this doleful Manner, So then 7 71 
in my Mind, ſerve the Law of God, in my Fleſh the 
Law of Sin; and thus, though he ſerves God in his 
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Mind, that is in bis renewed Part, yet he finds, to 
His Sorrow and Trouble, that Sin will be preſeht, 
and have a Place in part of his Service; this I think 
is ſufficient to prove the Truth of what I aſſerted; as 
amely, chat a ſinleſs Perfection is unattainable in this 
ite, by the beſt of Men, fince Sin always did, and 
ever will cleave to the beſt of their Performances. : 
: Tr, "Yau are certainly under a Miſtake ; for tho“ 
under the Fewh Diſpenſation Men could not live 
without Sin, (*rill Chriſt came] yet aſterwards it was 
attainable, for he himſelf ſays, or the Apoſtle by 
him, that he was manifeſted to take away our Sin.“ 
AM. I am now fully ſatisfied you are a Cheat; for' 
though under the Law it was altogether impractica- 
ble, tis likewiſe as difficult and impoſſible under the 
Goſpel ; for when the Apoſtle ſays, (there ſpeaking 


of Believers, the Elect of God, and includes himſelf” 


as one; of that bleſſed Number,) that he was mani- 
| feſted to take away our Sins, he does not mean, to 
take it away ſo as it ſhould have no more a Being ifi 
them, or that they ſhould be wholly freed from the 
Remains of indwelling Corruption in this Life; ſurely 


no, his Meaning is, he was manifeſted to take 1 


away as to the cohdEmning Power, Guilt, and Stain- 
ing Nature of it, that his People might not live in 
the Love and wilful Commiſfion thereof. This is 
what he was manifeſted for, and the main End and 


Fa 


 Defign of his Coming into this our World, and not 


to take it wholly away *till Death. But for your: 
Part you are ignorant to a great Degree, and one of 
the greateſt Clumps I ever met with; Im ſorry Pve, 


juſt Cauſe io ſpeak it, for you are as blind, with re- 


rd to the Scriptures and Spiritual Things, as the 


odemites when deprived of their Natural Sight; and 
ſince after all yduf Maſterly Arts, and attempts, to 
prove a ſinlefs Perfection attainable on Earth, have' 


been faintly aimed at, and, after all, ineffectual, E 
ſhould be ** t6 hear you briefly upon the ſecond 
c 


thing, which is to make it appear, that the'Saints that 


have the Grace of God in Truth may — rom 
it and be damned, ” 0 Fi 
— — ——— ————_—_ „ 
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Sermons, ſhall ſay little or nothing of it at preſent. 
M. But you forgot to prove what you aſſerted 
from the Scriptures, or rather- was conſcious to your 
ſelf, there was no Colour for it in holy Writ; and 
as you will not enter upon it now, give me the Li- 
berty to confute you, and prove the final Perſeyerance 
of the Saints to be true, agreeable to the whole Cur- 
rent of Scripture, and worthy the Regard of every 
liver. 7. Wo I Foe 
2 . Wa s I to interrupt you I ſhould be charged 
with ill Manners, therefore ſhall. be ſilent in order to 
% K 
AV. Then let me tell you, that the Sacred Vo- 
lumes doth abundantly teffify, and evince the Truth. 
of this, as is to be ſeen throughout the whole Reve- 
lation, that once a Soul is in Chriſt, and ſo a Child 
of God, he is ſo for ever, and can never be turned 
out of the Divine Favour; for he that is able to keep 
him from falling, and preſent him faultleſs before the 
Preſence. of his Glory with exceeding Joy, will main- 
tain the Work he has begun, till *tis compleat in 
Glory; for the Words don't ſo much. as admit of 
Doubt, as he is able, whether he will effect the Work 
or not; for the Apoſtle Paul elſewhere ſpeaks of it as 
what he was thoroughly perſuaded of, Being confident, 
ſays he, to the believing Philippians, 7 this very Thing, 
that he which hath begun a good York in you will per- 
ferm it till the Day of Feſus Chriſt t; for no other can 
polidly do it: As our Lord told the Fews, this is 
cke Wo. ? 


. * 


k of God t, and having loved his own tha 


were in the World, he loved them to the End, John 
Xii: 1. But further, in this reſpect, The Hands 57 
Zerubbabel have laid the Foundation, his Hands ſhall. 


'- "alſo finith it . Now, was J to grant what you. ſay 


to be true, that Grace may be wholly extinguiſhed 
nd loft, and that a Perſon may be a Child of God 
To- day, and a Child of the Devil To-morrow; 
would hence follow, (reverendly ſpeaking) vor God 
„ LT: | Affficted 


ju. leihe, 1 e vi. 29, 
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afflicted and puniſhed bis dear and beloved Son in 
vain, and the Deſigus of his coming ſrom Heaven to 
ſuffer and die, were ve ee and diſappointed ; for 
it ſuppoſes. Beat Weakneſs, and want of Poyer, in 
the great and glorious. 9p, that he begins a Work 


of Grace in the Hearts of his People, which be can 
ir re on nor compleat, and conſequently an 
inſufficient Being, unworthy, of that Name given - 
aſcribed. to him, by Authors in the Hebrew ſongue, 
#* Shaddai 11 ignifying his All- ſufficiency, and e 
15 nothing. Nay, likewiſe twould caſt ft 
Cloud HY Blur upon the Perfections of God, pears 2 
his Wiſdom, Power and Faithſulneſs, that 'twould 
intirely rob him thereof, contradict the Diſcoveries 
he has made of it in his Word, and to his People by 
the Application of his Spirit, that they might be ready 
to queſtion, not only whether the Seriptures are his 
Word, and that it ſhould be believed for the Sake of 
him as being the Author of it, but that God was 
mutable and ſubject to change, and not what he de- 
clares himſelf to be: And Was it true, Mr. 2. 
as you have aſſerted, the Salvation of ChrifPs Peo 
would be MCCOY, and juſtly 174 might bid 474 
well to any Hopes of Heaven and Sa vation; but bleſ- 
ſed be God, notwithſtanding all your F aljacy and 
| Deceit, Wed is a ſolid. R 92 Mee Pro 


k. 'of - Grace, Fhere; he 1 A» 
we as plain — a we conf "hs 
1 Konſtapt and abiding, for ever in them in hm it is 
1 once i a . that he that is ance; Converted 
& canpot ſo o ſhake off the Grace of his firſt, that be 
* ſhould need a ſecond. Converſion. z and a_ Sinner 
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© once raiſed from Death * the Inſuſion of 
„Spiritual Life, like unto Chriſt he dies no more, 
© but lives for ever to the Glory of God.“ The 
oth Seed cannot he taken away, becauſe the Author 
f it, is independent, cauſes it to thrive, and main- 
tains it *til! finiſhed : As you may fee®. Tis true, 
that the Poſſeſſor of it may ſeem-to go backwards in 
his own Experience, but not ſo in God's Accbunt; 
for, The Righteous ſbal! hold on his Way, | nd be that 
hath clean Hands ſhall be Nronger and flronger F. 
rant that the Saint may fall very foully, through 
5 emptations, Weakneſs and Infirmity, but he can- 
not fl finally ; For a juſt Man (that is one that is 
made ſo by Divine Grice), falleth ſcven Times, and 
riſeth up again}. And thus the Church of old, not- 
withſtanding her Revoltings from God, and after 
making à mournful Complaint of the Corruption 
found Were them, breaks forth in this triumphing 
Language, Rejoice not 4 gainſt me, O mine Eneny, 
"when [fall 7 7 NN Thus you may ſee, Mt. 
N 2. that True Grace cannot be totally loſt, be- 
cauſe the Author and Giyer of it is ever true and 
faithful, and ever lives to maintain it; therefore ſays 
be to Tis: People, Fear not; I am hs! Firft und the 
"Laſt * * am be that liveth and was dead, and be- 
hold I an alive for ever more, Aman F and hive the 
Keys of "Hell and of Dy ath. . Fin en 
Fudas himſelf fell from true Grace, and St. 
* Chryſoftom?'s expreſs Words are, Judas, "my" Beloved, 
war of firſt a Child of the kingdom, and heard it ifaid 
"to him with the Diſciples; 5. Gl ſit on eve thrones. 
"Ba afterwards he became'a Child of Heli > 
A. You ſhould have told us where to find the 
Words, but it ſeems to mie you was willing . 
2 Readers in Ignorance, leſt by turning to the 
ripture,” and reading the whole Geer, th 1 did) 
; they might poſſibly diſcover your Craft, which is 1 10 
e oipel, fas Weil. v. 30¹ for 7 Was not 
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included in them, as is evident from Ver. 20 and 2r, 
where our Loid: ſays to the eleven Diſciples, This 
eup it the New Teſtament in my blood, which ts ed 
for yon; and in order to make a Diſtinction between 
them and Fudar, and to let us underſtand that he 
was excepted and excluded from the Bleſſing, he im- 
mediately adde, But behold the hand of him that be- 
trayeth me, is 5 me on the table; intimating to us 
that the Hand of Judas only, was at that Time on 
the Table with —_ Lord, compare with Matthew 
the xxvi. V. 23. Take Notice of it, as if he had 
aid, This is the fon of A my Death will avail 
Bim "nothing, "ts * you 1 lay * my Lifes and not 
for him 
Thus, Mr. 17 . it appears that Judas A not 
2 Child of the Kingdom of. Heaven, nor bad be true 
Grace, but was quite deſtitute of that Divine Prin- 
ciple: But again, was it granted for Fact, that he 
was once adopted into the Family of Heaven, and 
that our Lord ſaid to him as well as to the Eleven, 
#bat he ſhould fit upon twelve Thrones 5 you muſt make 
either a Deceiver of him, and ſay as thoſe did to 
"Pilate, Chap. xxvii. 62, 63. or that he was unfaith- 
ful to what he had promiſed. But bleſſed be God, 


dhat though we are ſubject to alter and change, yet 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt abideth faithful, and cannot 


deny himſelf, he was ſo from” Everlaſting, and ever 


will remain the ſame, en is not _ Aa Being as you 
3 him to be. 3 
What! muſt he, that. was for ever in | the 59 
of the Father, who i is the Faithful Witneſs, and the 
only true \Gody be charged with Deceit, by a Worm, 
a wild Aſſe's Colt ? *tis certainly very dreadful; and 
| I tell you, it will appear at the Day of Judg- 
ment, that neither Devils, nor damned Spirits, when 
their Souls and Bodies! are re- united, will be able to 
charge him either with Cruelty, Injuftice, or Falſe- 
hood. Indeed, I am of the Opinion, Mr. Veſ— , 
that you are beſide yourſelf; much Learning, or ra- 
ther want of Knowledge, hath made you mad, or 
you would never tell us, that Judas had a on from 
85 Lord to s fie: on * Thrones. < 
| ut 
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But once more. I remember our Lord ſaid, ahn 
vi. 70. that he had choſen them Twelve, and one of 
them was a Devil, meaning Judas; for he is men · 
tion'd in the next Verſe, that i is, he was only choſen 

to the Office, of an Apoſtle, as is apparent from Act 

1. 17—25. not as one of the Elect, nor to eternal 
Life; and as you have only here quoted, las you ſay) 
the expreſs Words of Chryſoſtame, without referring 
us to the Place, ar to that Bock where he cites it. 
T fay, as you have only quoted this Author, in order 
to caſt a Gloſs over your Sophiſtry, as I have read 
in your Dialogue er the Prede/tinorian and his 
Friend, Page the 6th, I ſhall ſay no more of it, be- 
cauſe as yet I never F any of that Gentle 
man's Works. — But had it been the Product of 
your own Brain, I ſhould have taken the PRs * 
anſwer you in a more pertinent Manne. 
V,. Does not the Author to the Hebrews, Chap. 
vi. 4, 5, ©. ſpeak of ſome that were enlighten'd, 
and taſted of the Heavenly Gift; and the good Word 
- of God, and the Powers o the World to come; that 
It was impoſſible for ſuch, if they fell away, to renew 
them again to Repentance, - which- implies, that it 
was poſſible they might Fall ſinally, and he damned. 
M. This is not ks of the Elect, but of ſuch 
that after they had profeſs d Chriſt, apoſtatia d from 
Dim: and thereby made it evident, they — yet in 

a State of Nature, as you may ſee by teading t | 
Chapegr, compared with the Epiſtle of Jude. Thbeſe 
are the Perſons that fall away, and not the Elect, 
the Saints of the maſt high God ; for he ſays, con- 
Ferning them, Jer. xxxii. 40, Iwill make an ever- 
laſting Couenant with them, that I will nat turn away 
rem them to do them good, but I will put my Fearvin 
5. Heares that they ſhall not-depart from mo. And 
Jet, you ſay; they may fall away finally,” and be 

amned. 1 own: that Perſons that were never -faving- 
*dy-wrought upon by the Grace of God, as were tie 

Cafes of thoſe you. mentionꝭd, whoſe Natures was 


never ſanctified, and who never experienced that Al- 
mighty Power (exerted to quicken them that raiſed 
Chriſt from the Dead, though * make oe ; 
280 85 
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fo ſplendid à Profeffion of Chriſt, and fpeak as with 
the Fongues of Men and Angels, and their Pretencs 
to Godlinefs ever fo great, yet if Chriſt is not at the 
Noot of their Profeſſion, theſe ma and will aſſuredly 
fall from what-they ſeem'd or pretended to have, and 
be damned; but *tis impoffible for them to fall from 
true Grace, becauſe they were never the Objects of 
And chat the Elect cannot fall finally from it, ſo as 
to be turned into Hell, is eaſily accounted for, ſmee 
Chriſt has engaged to ſecure their eternal Salvation, and 
bring them fate to Heaven. This, as well as every 
other Bleſſing which belongs to the Elect, was conſulted 
and firmly fix'd upon from all Eternity, when the 
Covenant Engagement was ſettled between the Father 
and the Son, which cart never be abrogated" or made 
void, no not by all the Powers'on Earth or Hell ; for” 
as they were then juſtify'd by that Agreement and Co- 
venant Contract, they cannot fall from their Covenant-' 
Head, ſo as to miſs of being glorified, Rem. viii, 30. 
For Juſtifration and Glorification, in this reſpect, 
runs parallel, and are ſo cloſely connected together 
Fo 484 - _- x bono el 
But, again, he hath told his People he will new 
ver leave them, nor forſake them , and if ſo, diem 
moſt certainly he will never forfake his own Work, 
if he did he died at great Uncertainty, and confes! 
quently moſt of his Sheep muſt periſh; for this would 
inevitably follow if your Aſſertion was true; but he 
tath faid, I will never leave thee; and the Lord told 
dſhua, he would not fail him, nor forfake him, 
- 8.4 e | + - 4 . * 


N. Explain yourſelf, and tell me who hath faid, I 
will never ooo 

MH. Why Chrift himſelf, by the Apoſtle, and thus 
J have proved you'a Liar; and, as he hath faid he will. 


never leave his People, ſo God the Father will never k 


leave them; for he gave them to Chriſt to redeem 
and fave, and the Holy Spirit will never leave them, 
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for he ſanctiſies them by his ſpecial Influence; till 

1 Fre made meet for the Inheritance of the Saints 

in Light; ſo that they ſhall never fall finally from 

N nor miſcagg of everlaſting Happineſs: For all 

the Promiſes of in Chriſt are Yea, and, in him, 
Amen . But further, the Pſalmiſt tells us, ſpeaking 
of the Saints, not only in a literal but ſublime — 
ſpiritual Senſe, they go from Strength to Strength, 
every one of them in Zion appeareth before God 4. 
and, in that Day that the Lord ſhall make up his 
Jewels, and call his Elect from the four Corners of 
the Earth, not one ſhall be found wanting that be- 
long to the Election of Grace, and for whom Chriſt 
died; for they ſhall every one of them appear before 
the enthron'd Lamb, as ſuch for whom he was Surety, 
and whoſe Robes are waſh'd and made white in his Blood, 
"1. and ſhall reign with him as long as God himſelf ſhall 
exiſt: But Dhould you deſire any further Confirmation 

of this Doctrine, that the Saints ſhall finally perſevere, | 
the Apoſtle. tells the believing Romans, That neither 
Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
wers, nor | things preſent, nor things to came, nor 
Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhould be. 
able to ſeparate them from the Love of God which is in 
Chriſt Feſus ; and if nothing that the Apoſtle could 
mention, either in Earth or Heaven, could cauſe a Se- 
paration between God and his People, how inconſiſtent 
then muſt it be, to ſay, they may fall finally, and be 
damned *; fo by your Way of Talking you know 
better than the Apoſtle, for he declares the contrary, 
and ſays nothing ſhall ſeparate them from the Love 
God, no not Sin, the Law, nor any thing elſe: 
For the Apoſtle Peter tells us, they are kept by the 
Power of God, through Faith unto Salvation 5. 
4 And will none of thoſe Seriptures convince you of 
8 your Error, and aſcertain the final Perſeverance of 
the Saints, ſeeing tis all depoſited in the Hands of 
ite great Soyereign of both Worlds, and fately 2 10 
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+.2 Cor. i. 20, f Pſatns lxxxiy, 7. Rom, 
viii, 38, 329, Y 1 Pet. i. 5 e 


n 


and being turn'd into Hell ; 


((n 


from the leaſt Poſſibility of their fallin gaway from hime - | 
ahd, be ato Hell ; for Chriſt fuffer d and 
died in their Natures, Room and Stead; he paid down 


z ſufficient Price, nothing leſs. thagghis own precious 

lood, _ i Pet: i. 18, 19, and AF fatisfied all the 
Demands, both of Law and: Juſtis that they might 
be freed from deſerved , Wrath, inſomuch that he 
could ſay, when upon the Croſs, I is finiſhed , hav- 


- 


ing purchaſed for them all the Bleſhngs of the New 
Covenant. And he ſays himſelf, I give unto them 
Eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſb : "And you 


aſſert that they may, though Chriſt poſitively declares 


they ſhall not; and thus you tell one Lie after ano- 
ther; and tis pity, great pity, that the moſt of your 
Sermons are now extant. I remember T have read 
of the Rebels in Ireland, at the Time of the Rebel- 
lion, that they took the Bibles, and threw them 
© into the Channels, and caſt them into the Fire, 
< and called it Hell-Fire, and, wiſh'd they could ſerve 
© all the reſt ſo.“ Now was your-errontvus Sermons. 
collected together, and ſerved as the Bibles” before 
mention d, the Advantage that would and might ac- 
erue from it would be inexpreſſible, and prevent the 


# 5» 


ſpreading of much. Error. But I may, with one, 


ſay of the Goſpel, as the French Lady did of the Croſs, 
Never a Dog bark d at it but he ran mad,” and 


never did a Jeſuitlieal Prieſt make Scoff at the great 
Doctrinal Truths of the Goſpel but he ſurely ran 
wild, mad, and into the moſt grievous extravagant 


| Notions, and the moſt deſtructive to the Soul. 


I. I heartily wiſh you well, and pray God to give 
you a better Spirit. | 3 
M. Methinks 1 would not have you go yet, but 
if you are fully bent upon it, and will ſtay no longer, 
I muſt forbear to proceed, in 2 of meeting with 
u in a larger and more open Field. r 
728575 What do you deſign to write again? 
AM. I not only deſign it, but have begun already, 
and that to ſhew, that God has not only an elect 
— — 
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People, but loved them whilft Sinners, and that wit 

a Love of Complacency and Delight, and with as 

= Pleaſure and Satiafattion as when in a State of 

Grace, without which the Doctrines of Election and 

Predeftination are vid; and ſhall likewiſe anfwer Ob- 

jections conimonly brought againſt it, and make it 
appear, tis not a licentious Doctrine. 
Say no more now, arid ſo adieu. 
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E bleſs thee, 0 our Bewaly! King, 4 
| For free and early Love ; _ 
1 Faith our Souls would be on Wing, a 
And join the Tribe above. 5 ca. OB 
1 5 6 l 
For chooſing from the fallen. Races * hs 
Such Rebels as we be. 
To make us Objects of thy Graee , 1 8 
Becauſe tis ſov reign free. 
n e ce bin « fart 
Out of the Fall thou didft elt 
And chooſe thy ſelf a few | 
In Chriſt, thy Son, and didſt _ bans Ania 
The non-believing 7 ew. YEW? us n 
122 2 n * 1 8 E 
And others eur ſſed b ns 1 ant Bata 
And left N their. LY FE 
To periſh there eternally, Wh, cage 0b b1, aol 
As not elect of, God. 8712 0 ei 1950 via GI 
> Yaic on 1 I K 4 260 
A num'rous Hoſt thou haſt redeem d. 
Which Tongue could never tell, 3 
Whilft others Veſſels are of Wan, 71 lit Rais 
Shut in the Pris is + oh SH oo 12521 200 
”. "> 0 * q -_ as: 1 5 +26 bats 
For bow to thee ſhall ey'x) Knee, 74675. 198 til 
Thy Pu rpoſe to effect; e 
None but 1 Saints thy Face del e. [1918 on 
And ſuch as ace Elect. 11. 14 Rue An 
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H E ilch O God , around thy Throne, | Þ 25 

If but compar'd with thee, 
Imperfect are, as they will 4 


Although they len 32 wh; 751d I N) 
What tho' the Moroing Stars be. theres LED, A fil 
And Seraphs ſhine ſo bright, 7 not bak 
Yet aſter all it does appear, 
Tis but a borrow'd m_ it oog 107 — 
Much more imperſeſd are the bet. nn 
Who houſed are in Clagrr‚‚. 


Tinctur'd with Sin, they do atteſt 
* Unto. this very, Dr. 


Being clogg'd therewith, they FAS groan, 413 nf 
As Paul, and forward ran, te 


Towards the Prize, yet made to cry, F 
'O wretched that I Ms, 17 ri if Ah 1545 a19rito bn A 


When I'd do good, has Evil. fern r of 
To my beſt Duties cleave z ©!) i hu 1 2s 
f If that I ſay J have no Sin, 5 
I do my Soul deceive. N Ne OF ee Wa A 
4 wht $2200 . N 
Gainſt all Experience, — has. V vr 
| Does' teach to live without Fa th 102 
And ſays a Man may perſect be 
In every Part dr οft. 
VI sf o rack vil 


Lie after Lie, you ſee him brosch. ' 


| With open Arms extend. is ou? bn 
To Jeſus Ways he brings 1 
And yet would ſecin is F riend, 


| 
* ' . 1 . * 
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VIII. | 
10 Soul, r © d, f 03 He T9 
| With $ Speed from Wej—yAy, Oy B 1521 
- His Doctrine flung: wits one) Actord," (ach 2 nt 
*Tis of the blackeſt die. 70 * 0 a 
Avoid his Notions, if you're wiſe, Ai eic e 11 
And hearken not unto hib Diess. ad mad} 10 
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Ix AT Tx, from e And e SES 
A Saint may fall, rf faith, N 
hich, with x Witneſs, "Falſe a and baſe, ag 400 n 
It is a dreadful Lie; Put - vg a erw, * 
The Saints ſhall never fon Grace 
Chriſt he doth toltify, 3 
Hon 0 Hun VS 4 

For them the Wrath of: 125 r. 
Their Perſeverance is . conan. "Þ 
And they to him united be; _ ; 1 1 I eng 1955 
Moſt nearly are ally 4: A > i e men £355) v1, 


From Sin OT Hell baiſet en free, dmg on BEN; 
And for their Sakes he. G d. 7 960 YO 2d 28 
ail Gadd. YU OE * 


This Doctrine to the Saints z is feet; f WA 
For they, in Chriſt, are al compleat, © ” . 3 
He blows down gentle Gales . en ar kla bf 
And warms their Souls Within: 2 le 514.4 
Chriſt he hath ſpread o'er ther his L N e late 
Tho? they are black ae 349995 eee 
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They ver tall hold on their Wa f 
*Gainſt all that Hell and ef- , 1 erz v1 et: 
And ſhall receive the Sw of 1 Lifeg ni ai tle, 
1 For God and Chriſt are theirs; | 
them foreknew, and ſet t 
of be his Som ane Hates. 
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V. 
His Love to them's of early Dates 
His Suff rings could not a abate ; i 


And that they — pang not Heaven ud, 1 5 8 11 
Nor 3 Glory fail b He eld 22 to 

He left his blissful Parad mts. v hi ncoh ed bio Tz 
For them he rent the Vail! Cub 3611 1 baff 
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And pour ou hs dere meg n 
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Before be Throne his Merit 5 | 
For ak on l 3 k A 1 0 

The Father does accept the TR 

And ſmiles upon his * 


Chrift's Shedþ, Jar Vc Bla x wa 2 — 1 
Can never fall from him, their He a 
For if 'twas ſo, then he muf en 
To them of no Avail 3 tik ein 
And, tho' he bled upon the "I ob od N20 
They muſt of mn il. 
VIII. 5 IJ v4 cis 364% 
But Jeſus lives, 121 he one —_ A ST 
Shall from them wipe all 'Tears away. bh 
He takes them in his Boſom here, _ He 14 
And none can them derour; ? meg 2 ni2 011 
At his Right Hand the) ul appear, rock 201 bat 
Kept by his Pry 2 
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Shall ever enter Hi 3 a e od in 
Compleat appear in Jeſus Si Ig 
Whilſt others Glory mi . 
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Thou haſt Redeem'd us with thy Blood, 55 

And ever made us Kings 1 3 
And Prieſts unto t ther, Cod. 
And Heirs to Heavenly Things. | 


The Awful Sentence out is gn „„ 
Gainſt all the Non - elect, „ 
Which ſhall excluded be from Heav'n, | 5 
For Chriſt will them reject. „ 
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1 ea God's nary fo- .all 4 7% Wich- | | 
| out affixing his ame thereto,, imagining, : as, T —1 
13 pores, if he ſhould *twould: be detecteꝗ and examined, 
being crowded with en Falſhoods, not a 
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